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PREFACE. 



JL HE real Importance of the Services to be 
derived from Light Cavalry afling as Huflars, 
is fufficicntly proved by the circumftance of 
the Augmentation of their Numbers, in the 
Armies of the Continent^ having gone hand 
in hand with the moft eflential Improvements 
in the Science of modern War, The great 
Frederick, on his acceilion to the throne, had 
but 720 Huffars ; at his death, bis troops of 
that defcription amounted to between 15 and 
16,000 horfemcn. They are univerfally al- 
lowed td combine powerful mean^of feconding 
both offensive and defenfivc operations in the 
field; of mifleading, harraffing, and annoying, 
an enemy, in a mukiplicity of ways ; of gaining 
information, upon which the movements of an 
tkttB^ m^y be grounded s and of giving fecu- 
rity to tikok movements whilft makiftg. • 
We know, that they form a confiderabid 

part 
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part of the ftrcngth of the enemy, and to 
3»hich it is evident that a force of the fame 
nature muft be oppofed 5 yet it fa happens, 
that there is not in our language, any diftindt 
treatife which affords adequate Inftrudions for 
the Duty of Light Cavalry when in the Field. 
Such indeed are to be coUedcd from different 
modern military works, in which however they 
are either mixed up with a variety of other 
matter, or the books thprnfelves are too vo- 
luiqinous, and expenlive, to have? come irito 
general ufe. This conlidcratioo alone has. in- 
duced the tranflator to offer, to the Public the 
following Inftrudions, whij^h are. to be con- 
lidcred as elementary, but which perhaps, a« 
far as they go, will be found to be fufficiently 
correQ:. • . , .. .1 

Thefe Inftrujaions (which <!ame Jnto hisf 
hands in manufcript) were drawn up for, antj 
conformed to by a body of troops highly dif-* 
tioguifticd for its good condwd: Jn one of the 
confederate armies. The Con^piler of them 
is underftood to have hadaccefs to thofe upon 
which the Auftrian Hiiffars adijind theyicpn- 
tain large .C3ctfaft« from^fomeftxcclleot \^ f^o^ 

vifional 
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vijional Regulations for the Field Duty of thd 
French 'Cavalry'* printed in 1788. Ufc has 
been occafionally made of Count Turpin*s 
Effai fur PArt de la Guerre ; and many ideas, 
and, in fomc places, nearly whole paragraphs 
occur in them, which are to. be found in the 
King of Pruffia's Inftruftions to his Light 
Cavalry* They arc in- general more detailed 
than the King of Pruffia-s, but wherever they 
may have omitted any thing effential con- 
tained ifl his, it is fubjoined in a note. A few 
notes alfo have been felefted from fuch parts 
of Ltndcnau's Treatife upon Winter- Polls as 
were applicable. A treatife of this fort fliould 
be a compilation of fuch ideas alone, as expe- 
rience has either fuggefted or fandlioned ; and 
thd following work appears to have attained 
that objcft: It has now received the moft 
flattering teftimony to its utility from the 
higheft authority on imilitary matters.* 

As the precepts here laid down are purely 
practical, the greateft fimplicity of ftyle has 

* Vide his Majefty's Regulations for the Cavalry,' 1 799, 
p. 36z.^ 
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been adopted, in ortu ^^ that it may be irapoffi- 
blp'to mifunderftand the meaning intended to 
be conveyed ; and a foreign idiom has been 
allowed to prevail in fome places, where oiir 
own was lefs adequate to prcfent the precifc 
idea offered by the original. 

The laft chapter of the firft part has not 
been cjtceptcd from the Tranflation, although 
it may pot in fomc refpefts agree with rules 
laid down in our Service; it was thought, 
there was at leaft no hann in retaining it^ as 
the regulations, it contains, are ufeful and 
praftical. Some of the duties, treated of in 
ll)e latter chapters of the fecond part, are not 
peculiar to the Huflar officer, and have been 
very frequently defcanted onj but as he is 
often employed upon them, the omiiSon of the 
confideration of them would not have been 
allpwable* 



ERRATUM; 

In page 134, line 26, for hut muji read hut you mufi, 

Bu4f0H*s Court, Scrund, \ 
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INSTRUCTIONS, ©r. 



CHAPTER I. 



hJruBiens for the HuJJars^ who art Sfperfed as 
Siirmjhtrs j or as Stotas* on tie Fianks, in 
the Front J or with the Rear Guard of tie Bodf 
of Troops, in wbicb tbey a£t. , 

JL HE huflars muft be taught/ fabdivifion bj 
fubdivifion, their duty as (kirmifhers. 

At the word, Skirmijhers to tie Fronts thofe 
previoufly told off for that duty adrance^ and 
form in the front in rank entire, thofe from 
the right on the right, and thofe from the left 

* The teim oifcMs, k ootftant!/ uM in our old null. 
tuf book* in thii (cn&.-^\V:e -bave perhaps no adequate 
word in jnodem uiir; 

, on 
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on the left^ and in fucceffion, fo that each man 
from the rear rank fliall place himfclf on the 
left of his file leader. The whole will thus 
be on one rankj with more qr lefs fpace be- 
tween each man according to the front to be 
covered. 

. At the word Marchs the huflars will fct oflF 
at a trot, draw their fwords, letting them 
hang oh their wriftsy draw their piftols, and 
when within fliot^ begin to fire one after ano* 
ther, taking care that there fhall be a diftance 
of fire or fix pac^s hiett.weeQ each ,man. If 
Aey ,ittc .oppofed to ^ body ,drawii\^p, they 
pvoft endcav.QUf Jo ^ot iHnar \the .enep^y bcfpre 
they fire, or to cutdpwn the ^©Qer w the ftank 
man. If they are oppofed to other ikir* 
I^iher€i9 they nxuft fpai:e their hoxfes^ not fiire 
at too great ^ diftance, and always endeavour 
tp cvt off thjsir ^Dtagonifta. — When the Re^ 
treat is founded^ die front rank mud retreat 
Ht a fuU trQl;, wdb man facing to the left 
about, ai^d march as far aa fifty paces in the 
rear of the rear rank ; it muft then halt, and 
each man go to the right abovt. Then thdfe 
of the rear rank will fire twice with good aim, 

leaving 
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kaving a'ftidtt initcrval b€t\irsecn the two dif« 
cbirges. During this ticdc the huflars maft 
be moving their horfes aibotit gently t<> the 
Tight gnd Ifcft, tha^ the enemy may not take 
aim at them.— -Whefn th6 rear rank has fired 
twice, it miift retreat as the front rank did. 

At the firft OAI all the iklrmifhers mud 
halt $ thofe of the front rank mud fire their 
fecond piftol with good aim in fucceffion. 
The officers will give no word df cOmmattdi 
only^ they will hinder as far as poffible thei^ 
huflarsfroM getting too nfcat the enemy, left 
confufioh (hotild enfue, or the iktrihiflie^rs be 
cut off by a body of the enemy. 

In all cafes, as fdon as the fignal to march 
is founded, the huffars will face towards th6 
enemy,, march forwards, and form in rank 
entire. . 

In retreating, the huflkrs Ihould never fire, 
but when in the front rank, i. e. that neareft the 
enemy. As fooh as they have fired, they fliould 
fall back and reload while retreating. 

At the firft call, either when advancing 'or 
retreating, they niuft always halt ; and at the 
fecond, the fubdivifions mufl form immediately 

• to 
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to their o^a center. If zfxtr the fecoad, dk 
third call is founded^ the troops having ralUe4 
will wheel about, the even fubdWifions to thq 
left, and the odd ones to the righ^t, .^ad joiii 
their fqqadron by tli^t cv^^I^tion. As ibon as 
the ikirmifliQrs (hall h^ye f^rrped their fubdU 
vifions, the firing ihnU ccafoj »iv4 they oKuflt 
carry their (wo?d$. 

If, indead of the fi^^^4 c^ll» the truEi^el 
founds tO'Fevmy or to ^(ii/y, e^ch huflra,r fliall 
retreat immediately feehii^d hi^ fqua4roiv, to 
form in fubdivifioios, This (U9»vemei|t n^ijift b^ 
e3^ccuted briiUly, and by the ftraightoft way. 

If the whole, or the grcateft part pf the fo-, 
ginient 19 difpctfed, the figqal muft be ft>uftded 
to form to the flandards; in order to form it 
more cxpeditioufly. Tbe hviflfars muft then 
affcmble behind the ftandards, or behind the 
lield officers! this muft be done a.t a full trot. 
Jf the ofEeers obfcrve any huffar to be ii^t-? 
I^ntivp to the tfuippets, they muft n\ar^ lutq 
fiind have him pun>^d on their return; Be«> 
lilies the. attention to be paid to the trumpets^ 
the flankers muft frcquchfly caft their eyes up- 
9n the body they ^re deti^cbed.fropij ^ndj^ un* 

left 



Digitized by VjjOOQIC 



[ 5 ] 

lefs they bay^ orders to the a>ntrary) tfaey 
muft halt when it halts, turn to the right or 
left gs it docsf and retreat and halt without 
waiting to hear the trumpet, which cannot 
always be yfed. The flankers muft always 
keep in line with one another as nearly as pof- 
fible, taking care that if they meet with a 
height, thofe who are oppofite to it muft af* 
cend it brilkly, and there ftop until the other 
flankers com^e up in line with them. The of** 
ficer or non-commiflioned ofEcer who com* 
mands that part of the line of flankers, which 
is oppofite to the heights muft always afcend it 
bimfelf. If the flankers find a valiey or ravine 
before them^ they muft crofs it rapidly, and 
Bfcend the height the other fide* * If they find 
a hedge or thicket before them, thofe oppofite 
to it muft halt, and thofe op each fide of them 
muft pafs it, and obferve whether there is any 
thing behind it j when they are certain there 
is nothing, thofe, who remained behind it, 
mixft go through or round it, and advance into 
line with the others ; if they come to a fmall 
wood or coppice, the whole line muft halt, to 
^ive time to thole oppofite to it, to go through, 
C * and 
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and explore if, whilft thofe on each fide of it 
go round it. The fame thing inuft be obfcrvcd 
on coming to a village ; but more time muft 
be allowed to. the flankers who are to explore' 
it, in order that they may go into all the roads, 
have all the barns opened, in which they think 
troops might be concealed, and then place 
thcmfelves on the other fide of the village. 

The huffars being well exercifed in their 
duty as fkirmifhers, or flankers, they muft be 
inftrufted in that which they will have to per-» 
form, when ading as fcouts, that is, when 
they march either before, or in the rear, or 
upon the flanks of a detachment, or of a pa- 
trole : — They inuft then keep an unremitted 
look-out upon every thing that paflcs in front 
of them, without lofing fight of their main 
body, or of the other fcouts ; they fliould halt, 
when it halts, and draw back, when it draws 
back. The fcouts fhould always endeavour 
to keep themfelves concealed by hedges, 
bufhes, or rifing grounds, (o as to fee without 
being feen : fometimes they may efcape the 
enemy's obfervation by laying on their horfcs 
necks. They ihould inform the body, from 

which 
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which they arc fcnt, of every thing they may 
ohfcrvc, and particularly of. whatever troops * 
they may difcQver within a certain diftance, 
in order that the bed mounted men may be 
fent to reconnoitre theni. As they (hould ne- 
ver be fewer than two together, if they 'jper- 
ceive the enemy, one of them muft continue • 
to watcti him, whilft the other goes with the 
intelligence to the commanding officer. They 
muft never fire but at the laft cxtreraitVj arfd 
only when it is neceffary to apprize their de* 
tachment> that a large body of men is ad- 
vancing rapidly upon it, and when they have 
no other means of giving timely notice. - 

When they come to a village, one of them 
muft ftop at the fitft houfes, and the other 
muft endeavour to obtain intelligence. from 
the country people j he muft then advance 
into the village with precaution, as was enjoined 
to the flankers 4 and if there is no appearance 
of danger, he will call to him his comrade, who 
then will advance beyond the firft hedges <IP 
the other fide of the village, whilft the other 
returns to inform the companding officer that 
hq may pafs in fafety. H^wbo remains potted 
beyond the village, muft/takc two of the coun- 
Ca try 
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try people vnth bim, as hoftages for Aat be- 
ki^ well dkSpoM, and as goides in cafe fuch 
ikould be wanted by the officer who com* 
mapds the detachment. 

Should the fcouts difcorer elevated grounds, 
from whence they tasiy fee a great extent of 
country, fhould tbefe be even at a diftance of 
four or five hundred paces from their detach* 
ment, they muft advance to them with precau* 
tion, and afcend them flotrly, examining by 
degrees whatlbever may be on the other iidc 
of thofe heights, before they expofe tbemfelves 
entirely to view. If they do not perceive any 
troops, they muft nemain quiet on the top of 
the hill, and then go down it at a foot's pace, 
which will give the oommandiog officer to ixa-^ 
derftand^ that nothing is in fight in that di- 
reaicn. 

If they dcfcry any body of men, they muft 
quicken their pace, and one muft fet off at a 
gallop to give notice to the commanding officer. 

The fcouts of the rear guard muft turn 
back, from time to time, and make their ob- 
fcrvationa from the heights in the fame man- . 
er, to know whether they are followed. 

The icQut» muft be particularly careful in 

joining 
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joining ttieir main body with the greateft rt« 
pidity if they hear two calls otic after the other, 
or, when there is no trumpet, as foon as the 
(ignaJ, previoufly agreed i^pon, if made. Da* 
ring the night; they muft liften with great at- 
tention, for which purpofe they muft (top every 
25 paces, keeping the ftriftcft filence j they 
muft never be out of hearing of their main- 
body, and they muft be attentive to the diffe-^ 
rent calls of the trumpet, or (ignals to join. 

Befides the remarks which their eyes enable 
theni to make, it is of importance that the 
fcouts ihould gain intelligence from the coun- 
try people, whom they meet, and the principal 
people of the villages; and that they (hould 
bring before thteir. commanding officer, thofe 
who have it in their power to give information ; 
fuch as thofe who may appear to conceal them* 
felves by aflfuming the character of travellers, 
deferters, &c. 

They muft take great care to avoid ambuf- 
cades ; if they meet one or two of the enemy'« 
huffars running off, they muft watch them 
without giving themfelves up to the purfuit, " 
for the prefumption i«, that they alio are the 
foouts of fome detachment. They qiufl obfervc 

the 
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the dircfl-ion they take^ that they may be able 
to inform the officer commanding their party, 
where they fufpeft the enemy to be. In fuch 
circum?ftancc8, the principal objciSl being to 
\ gain knowledge of the enemy, the fcouts muft 
both avoid, coming to blows with him, and be- 
ing feen by him themfelves. If their detach- 
ment \% attacked, they muft fupport it boldly, 
but muft xvot let themfelvcs be cut offl 

If they find themfelvcs too hard preffed, they 
muft retreat to their main body ; th^y muft 
affift one another, and never yield as long as 
their comrades can fuccour then^, uulcfs they 
are dangeroufly wounded, or their horfcs killed. 
They muft never tire their horfes to no pur^ 

» pofe, or make falfe reports. If one of them 
is cut off from his detachment, he fhould hide 
in the woods till night, and then return by bye 
ways, avoiding villages and high roads as much 
as pofTible ; he muft live upon the bread, which 
he ought to have about him, and fuflfer hun- 
ger rather than go into a village ; he muft give 
his horfe grafs in the fields; and if he is obliged 

^ to alk for diredtions as to the roads, he muft 
go to fticpherds, or lone houfes for them. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPTER II. 

I 

In/iruSiions for the Huffars^ who are to be placed 
as Fedets. 

JL HE huflars having learnt, and having been 
exercif<^d in their duty as ikirmifhers and 
fcouts,they muft bcinftruaed in what they wiU 
have to do when upon the grand guard. 

They muft then be taken in hand^ fubdivi- , 
fion by fubdivifion; and care muftbehadj 
that they are provided with picket pods, ropes, 
and Tome mallets. Whilft one half of the 
fubdivifion is exercifed in tying their horfes to 
the picket pofts, the other half muft be exer- 
cifed in their duty as vedets^ in the following 
order. 

Before the vedets and fentinels leave the 
poft, the corporal of it muft parade them, that 
the commanding officer may fee that they arc 
completely equipped, and that their arms are 
loaded : they will march off, led by the cor- 
poral, whofe fword will be drawn ; the vedets 
will follow two by two, their carbines ad- 

vanpcd. 
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vanccd. They muft on no account whatever 
quit the corporal, and muft follow him to all the 
fpots, where he places a vcdct. The corporal 
ttiijft firft relieve the vedets, who arc the moft 
advanced. Thofe who arc relieved muft fol- 
low him' back to the poft, and none of them 
muft alight, or lay afide their armsi until the 
corporal iball have brouight them before the 
officer, auid the latter ihall have difmifled 
them. The vcdets apd fentrics . fiial] 
give the countcriign, to thofc who ri^Uevc 
thcit), in prefence of their corporal ; and he^ 
^11 advance aixme to hear them; fuch as are 
not already placed, muft halt four paces be* 
hind him. No vedet or fcntry fixaU ever 
nUow himiblf to be relieved but by the cor- 
poral of his detachment. 

The vcdets and fentrics muft keep a con* 
flant look out on all fides, that they may dif- 
cover every .thing that pafles around thcm^ 
*nd give notice by calling, or by figns, if they . 
defcry cither troops, or a nuQiber of perfons 
-comiaig to^vards them. The. vedet$ will ftop 
utt drums aa4 trunspeti, coming from the 
i^xmj} and will appri^ the commapding 

officer 
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oSRofv oi the guards as fiDon as. tbe; ^l!cover 
them. 

J£ he^re the cQ]^i)ral cornea .up to jreonn- 
QOfUiie^ tbe tcpcps^pr hprfemea, ^hom the 
vedets fiiall have defcried, are arriv^^ withia 
^^anag^ they fbtUicall out St^tfd Fafi; md 
i^ould tbey advance without ob<:ying a fecdnd 
grdpr tolialt, the vedets niu(i:,firc^ and faU 
back on their pofl:^ if they r.aa auy xi(k. of 
bciijg cut off.* " . . ' 

A huflar, placed- as a vedct^ •mufl: .never 
alight^, quk his artns^ fit dpwa^ read, fing, or 
even i^ak to any one without it is.neceflary'. 

When two vedets are placed together^ they 
naufl: never talk to each other, but upon what 
relates to their .duty^ they mud always; fac^ 
towards the enemy, but inclining outwards 
from each other^ ib as to have the. ntoft 
comprchenfive view ; and when any troops 
appear, one muft return to apprize the guard, 

* If during the night any troops (hould approach^ above 
three In number, though tbey ihould an fwer- properly » th« 
vedet muft not fuffer them to advance^ till he has reported to 
his officer^ who will caufe them to be examined . 

D and 
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and the other muft remain on the watch ta 
obfcrvc them. 

If one 'of the two defcrt8,thc other miifl: 
fire upon him, and inform the guard of the 
dircumftance.' 

Every vcdct, who fliall be difcovcred to 
have aflfed contriry to orders, on any one of 
thefe articles, or (hall have negleded demand- 
ing or anfwering the counterfign, muft be 
fcvcrcly punifhed, when the guard is relieved. 

Every vedct fliall have his carbine hooked 
on to his belt; he muft advance his carbine, 
whenever any officer or troops pafs before 
him, m when the enemy is fo near as to 
render itneccflTaryi except in thefe cafes, he 
may lay it acrofs his horfe's neck. 

However bad the weather may be, the 
vedets -muft nevtfr'put up the hoods of their 
cloaks. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER ni. ' 

Inflructiom refpecting Forages. 

JL HE huflarsmuft be inftrudcd in green 
and dry foraging^ conformably to what follows: 

Whea a forage is to be made> there mud 
always be an efcort for the foragers. It mud. 
be CQ'mpofcd of two huilars with their arms 
from eaf:h troops and mufi be commanded by. 
acotnet. ; . , 

Each baffar of this efcort mud carry a 
ihovel or pick-axe with hiqi, in order to open 
communications, if that be neceflary. On 
foraging parties, the huQars muft have their 
carbines hooked on to Itbeir belts* 

The foragers will march by troops^ led by 
their officers^ each twoj or four of them, ac- 
cording to the orders given out, muft carry a 
fcythe ready for ufe. Servants muft march 
with the troops to which their mafters belong, 
£Dllowing the huflars, and in the fame order. 

The vedets being placed, the foragers (hall 

alight) ihall leave their horfes coUc^cd toge- 

Da ther. 
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thcr, without the ground from which the fo- 
rage is to be taken^ Ufk it. Aiould^be fpoilt, 
and fhall pile their carbines near their horfes ; 
the mowers ihaU tbsn^ g^a u(9iOa th<i. ground 
marked out for them, and (hall mow it with- 
ooflofs of time', mtting'cans' Ho c«t albfc^ & is. 
to^ leave nothing' ftandtng.. 
* T&ey will tlitM'be brilk inimking Qpi tAeir 
truflb> go fer tfiifir horfts^ 2md^t9hh^rtb€jr 
Irave loaded them; tfecy* wilt fife' dfl^ vm& t^ 
turn to'camp Of, quartcrrsy wi<lk»io 4^!miimg' 
from the road aiSgned them, and mdlKMP 
waiting for tfibieefotheif corps. The officers 
erf tfic' tcfptSUrt trotjps- muff fee tfta« alfcrbiii 
ii performed^ ahtf utrill form' the «» guard- ofc 
tfreir troops. Thectmratanding offic«r:pref€nt 
of each regiment wifl have a trumpeter witftp 
him ; and Hewillgive notice to ifte forageta^ of 
his regiment of the particular caM at which they 
muft affembife, ancf pm their Rorfey* If the 
foraging party is att^ickedi the cornet muft co-> 
vet it with the efcort, and order it He rtstreat/ 
or to complfete the foraging, ac^o^lng to cir* 
Cumftaqces. - 

Whctt a? dry forage is to be made, tic tmopi^ ^ 

muft 
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mull mat^ m dse cnrder jiift deicribtd.'' If 
\i»f have not tim>i to ha<^e all the foinge^ 
which Tsreqsbedy carried out of the vUlagCy 
a bufiar maft be piatcJ at each boufir as a 

Wh«i the cdloma 4)f foragers arrivcsy the 
ofieer 9 m\l ga eot to mqpt jz, with the quar-* 
teT-^maftevs ; fbcf wiH order the horles to be 
kfft withottt the vifi&gev and wHl dir^ the 
quafter^fters^ to lead the faoflars, and fer*^ 
vantSy to the barns marked for each fquadron 
and troop, that they may make up their trufles 
there. 

The faaflarr muft hi pofitively forbid te en* 
ter into the. houfes^ or any other places than 
the bams and lofts pointed out to them i to 
make dpenings either in the t6e^ or wall^; 
to go iilfer the gardens ; or to do any fort df 
mi&hirf Whatfocven 

As foon ds ^e triijifes zte ma^v ^^ h«fiars 
tmd^fervMitfl muft go for their horfe&, in or^^ 
dcr tO' toad th^m; aiid as faO:' as they are 
loa^d, they muft fite off, without waiting fot 
one another, and return to camp^ or qu^Tters^ 
by the ftra^ghleft poad. 

Every 
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Every forajgcf -who (hall get before ifaofe of 
his regiment, who fhall fcparate from thein» 
or, who (hall aft in difobediience to what is 
here enjoined, muft be feverely pani/hed^ 

The huflars muft be taught bow to make 
op,' and load their trufies, both in green, and 
dry foraging ; they muft be alio fkc^n how to 
faften jthe forage together with forage cords, 
and how to place it,, and the corn^ whidi they 
fiiould carry with them^ upon their horfcs. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Infiructions for the Non-comrntj^oneJ O0ers, 
who are with the Skirmijhers* 

JL HE corporals- of the fubdivifions which 
are difperfed as ikiroiilhers, will follow the in- 
junftions given to the huflars, who aft as fuch. 
The ferjeants muft take care, that the prin- 
ciples laid down on that fubjeft are put in 
pr^ftice. When the different fubdivifions arc 
to form, they niuft make the men keep their 
ranks with precifion ; they muft take the com- 
mand of the different fmall bodies, where there 

are 
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are no officers, as foon as they are colleded ; 
^nd \rith them, they muft fupport their flrir- 
mi(bers, to hinder their beiiig cut off, but with- 
out expoiing themfelves to a fimilar danger. 

CHAPTER V. 

Infiructiom for the Non-commiffioned Officers^ 
who command the advanced Guard, or ibe 
PatroUs on the Flanks of a Body of Men, 

j^S often as a body of men advances, it 
ihould have an advanced guard, and patroles • 
on its flanks, proportioned to its ftrength. — 
In aU cafes the advanced guard muft be pre- 
ceded, and the rear guard mud be followed, 
by a corporal having four or fix huffars under 
him. The patroles on the flanks muft be of 
the fame force. Of thefe four or fix huifars, 
two muft ferv.e as fcouts, and muft march ei- 
ther before, in the rear, or on the flank of the 
corporalj who will lead on the remaining two 
or four. The corporal* muft have his fword 

* If the corporars pafty belongs to the advanced guard, 
his fcouts will of courfe go before him } if to the rear g^ard« 
they will keep in his rear ; and if it is a flanking patrble, on 
that iiank of it, which is fiirthcft from the main party. 

drawn. 
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drawn, and kept at a d^ftancc of 1 50 or 200 
p;uxs from ihc bodj^ from which he i$ de^ 
tached} he mi^ make the fcouis march at 
nearly tibe fame diftance from him^ on chc 
oppofitc fide. 

The corporal muft keep in bis eye both his 
fcouts, and the bodjr he is detached from, fo 
that he may always be aWe to follow the moTe- 
ments of the main:body of his detachment, 
andalfo to advance brifkly towards the fcouts, 
if he perceives any thing. Hp muff, be aUen- 
. jtive to every thing that paflcs around him/ 

In a clofe country, the corporals ihould have 
men in intermediary ftations between theia 
and the main body, that they may be always 
Jure to know the dircdion it takes, and the 
moveoients it may .make; in a country of that 
nature, they fhould always render their com- 
munication with their fcauts fecUre, by placing 
intermediary huflars. At night, the diftances 
above prcfcribcd, muft be fliortened, fo that 
they may be within call of one another. j and 
if there is a fog, they muft be within fight of 
^ach other. If the nature of the ground is 
fucb, as to oblige the corporal to difperfc 

more 
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jriorc fBatV two (rfhts men as feoutf, in ot3(!fr 

, to ofticatn tt foffi<iicnt kncwrteifgc of thfc country 
he is marching through^ he muft do fo ; boti 
he mvift always keep with him tvro of the bed 

jdotMitcd, who will follow hin», wherever' he 
has to reconnoitre, fo that he may fend onj!f. 
of them to the commanding officer of bis de- 
tachment^ to inform him of whatever he may 
have difcovered^ and he muft communicate 
all iatdiltgeiice to that officer, wi^out dela]^« 

'As to the precautions to be taken by him, he ., 
muft obferve all thofe which have been'Oi)?«r 
joined to the hu'tfafs, ' , 

If, when on the advanced guard, he comes 
to k ddfiM, he mud have it explored carefully, 
and will then pafs through it at a.quick pace $ 
, he will hktt at about i5o.paces on the other 
fide of it,' until he fees that his detachment^ 
has palled it. He will ad in the fame manner, 

' when he has to pafs through a village. 

In retI^eating, when his detachment halts, 
he muft face towards the enemy's Ikirmifliers; 
and be muft do the fame^whilejtispaffidg^a 
defile,, that he may have it in hi& power to' 
charge every thing before hirtoj whilft the main; 
£ body 
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body of his dctacbment is in the i& pf palling i 
he will then go through the defile at a..qttick^ 
pace. ' , 

During haltSj the patroles on the flanks 
mult halt alfo, and muft face to that fide, 
which is oppofite to their main body, 

CHAPTER VI. 

Refpecting Non-commiffioned Officers commanding 
detached Patroles.* 

When a corporal is fent to make a pa-^ 
trole in perfon^ he muft fee that he is preceded, 
flanked, and followed (as has been already 
pointed out), by a number of fcouts, propor- 
tioned to the force he has under him. In his 
march he fhall otfcrve ftricl filcncc, fliall halt 
from time to time, particularly at crofs roads, 
and fliall conftantly have an eye upon his 
fcouts. In cafe of his receiving any impor- 
tant information, he fhould tranfmit it diredly,- 

* * Non-cQinmiffioned ofEcert, commsDcHttg^ patroles, muft on' 
no account fuffer their mcQ to difmount tn order to driiikf or- 
plunder. Undtnau* 

'■ ■• • by 
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by an intelligent man, to the corps from which 
he is detached. He muft never enter any of 
the villages, through which he muft pafs, un- 
til he has had them thoroughly fearched ^ and 
he muft bn no Account make any ftay in them. 
If obliged to pafs a rivulet, a ravmc, or a de- 
file, he ihould fl:op,have the country explored, 
and not advante until it fliall have been re- 
connoitred. 

In a cbuntty overgrown with wood, he muft 
employ intermediary men, left: he fhould be 
feparated from his fcouts. The perfon, who 
commands a patrole, ihould fee every thin^ 
with his own eyes. If he is able to examine 
the enemy clofely, and withoyt being difcd- 
vered, he muft watch him as attentively, and 
as long as be can; and muft frequently fend 
off intelligence. If the patrole is hard pufhcd 
by the enemy in front, its commander muft 
retreat, but muft keep his ground as long as 
he can when he comes to defiles, and muft - 
fend off men to apprize the commander of the 
corps, from which he is detached, as foon as 
the patrole begins to (kirmifli with the enemy^s 
advanced guard. He muft take care to fend 
Ea off 
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0ff ibe worflt hor&a wUK intflUgcncc, that he 
ipay Jccrp fuch meiisasarc befl mouoted^ about 
hxm. If the patTDlc i$ obliged to baitj v/bUft 
x>n its marcb) the perfbn, who /co«imands H^ 
muil cbooib for thai purp o& the place, which 
bed coJ7ibine$ the advantagpe of coxuzcaling 
him cfieftually, and; of eoaU^ig^ hloor to fee at 
the great^ diftance erery thiiig^ which cocoes 
towards him. If he has no forage with hixn^ 
lie will order fame to be. taken in^ibmie viUage, 
and ^Ul carry it off wixh himt that he jxiay 
,I>alt in fuch place as^he Aall deem mofl: fuil> 
4?ibk. Eivery tin^c that be halls, he laufl: en- 
deavour to conceal hnnfclfjy to be upon his 
guard fo aj» npt to be fi^prifed, and to har^ 
itbe mod e:j:tenfive tangp for tVe eye. 

He ihoukl e;camine thp trac^s« and form an 
idea of the number of troops, which h^V£ 
^one by any road, by the degree in which the 
vground or turf are trodden down. ,He (hould 
alfo judge by the dud, what numher^and what 
' Hnd of troops have pailed. The dud raHedbya 
body of cayali^ lays high, and U%bt ; thatby 
infantry lays lowland \$ thick i and that raiied 
i>y a train of baggsigCt^ partakes in ite ap- 
pearance 
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{>earance of the two ;A,bove menttoncd. Xa 
^A^dging <>f tiic 4ii^£tian 4a which the troops 
bave manqfhedj be muft be led by dxcprcgidt 
of ^e OQltttm) of duft. 

Ifa nonnCOiamUijaned officer is detached 
with four or five mcaa, with ordeiis to ilip one 
by ^M into places in which the enensy alreadf 
u, he muft never follow high, or beaten roads* 
j^.as Sairas the nature of the country wilt 
permit it, he muft^go by vallies, holbw roads, 
aad plfices in which he can be eoncesried, 
though this ,may oblige him to deviate from 
the diceiSioii he is to take« If an open country 
can )be difcovered from the top of a tree, he 
lAuft, fend a man up it. Jhofe, who in ,thcfe 
cafes difcovcr the enemy^ muft not fire, but 
^uft give jaotice of it i>y biffing, or by dapping 
ibeir hands, fo tb^t if be intends to t^il upon 
the detachment, they may retreat without toe- 
ing ieen. 4 detachment of this iiature muft 
^opall pieribns, fuch as wood^'Cutters, pet- 
£m^, women* chUdrea> &c. who copoe near 
them, as long as they lay concealod. Such 
peribns mufit not be fpoken xo; but muft be 
ireated wdl in other fcfpei3:s^ Whcnthe de« 

tachment 
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tachmcnt is about to profcciitc its march, they 
muft be let at liberty, but it muft not go for- 
urards until they arc out of %ht. If the eotn- 
mander of a patrolc is fiirprized in the night 
lime by the enemy, in fupcrror numbers^, he. 
muft charge them without hefitatitm, and then 
retreat. The enemy> not knowing the ftrengtli 
cf his patrolc, will then advance with greater 
precaution ; and he will thus gain time lo ap- 
prize the corps, to which he belongs. 

In night patroles the fame precautions muft 
be obferved, with refpcft to the diftances and 
the aitucc to be kept,, as have been already 
enjoined to jhc advanced guards^ and thic 
flanking patroles ; care muft moreover be ta- 
ken that no man'fmokes, or ftrikcs a light. 

As the only manner of being cflfcftuaHy on 
your; guard during the night is by means df 
patroles, they muft be fent but frequently^ 
and be compofcd of few men, and always in 
dircSions which crofseach other; you muft 
never delay fendinjg out one patrolc, becaufc 
the laft has not returned; and the fecond pa- 
trolc muft never be rcii^ifs, or depend upon 
that which precedes it; becaufe it may 'have 

been 
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been carried off by the enemy, or may have 
loft its way j but, on the contrary, it muft 
make ufe of the fame precautions as were re- 
commended to the firft. They muft liften 
very attentively, laying down on the ground 
with their ears clofc to the earth, fo as to hear 
to a greater diftance» than they could when 
Handing, whatever is on the foot* If they hear 
the barking of a number of dogs, it is a figa 
that there are people in the neighbourhood. 
He, who commands the patrole, mufl: fteal to- 

' wards that diredion, or muft. fend his moft 
intelligent man ; ^ whoever it is muft look to 
every thing goitig on, in the ftriftcft filencc,, 
and with great precaution. If a hoife is heard 
in a village, he muft endeavor to draw near it : 

' he will alight, that he may go every where 
with greater eafe,^ and will endeavor, by all 
the means imaginable, to difcover what may. 
have caufed it, but without in any manner 
committing himfelf. If the .commander of the 
patrole fees a fire, he muft approach it with 
the fame precautions ; he muft endeavor to 
difcover whether thofe, who made it, arc enc- 
mies i and if fo, he will obferve^ as far as be is^ 

able. 
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ab!c, what ftrcngtft, a«dof\«Iiat kindoftroopt 
they arc ; if tlity arc ^cafarrts or ihcphcrcfe; 
he muft enckavor to dra-wr from them foA 
things, as be wants to Icarinv If he meets thcf 
enemy in the night time, without feeing fcen 
by him, he wlB giw imtnediate notiee of it, 
but without firing or caufing an alarm. H.hc i* 
difeovered, and pulhed fo hard^ a^ to makehmt 
apprehend that the main body of i3re detach- 
ment, to which he belongs, may be ctit off, fae^ 
muft make fome of his men fire in ikirmidSi^ 
ihg ; and ii^Aead of retrdating directly, and 
upon the main body, he muft march in fome 
other direftion, fo as to mHlcad the enemy. 

If a fcrjeant is fcnt upon a patr-ole, wkh tt 
greater number of men thwti have been fup- 
pofed to be under the orders of ft corporal, he 
muft take the fame precautions as have been 
already prcfcribed : only he wiirkeep a greater 
force with him, in order that, conformably to* 
the general rule, he may always hive a cer- 
ttiVn number of men colleded together to f up- 
port thofe, who are detached. The comman-- 
der of the^atrole muft obey his orders fcm-- 
putouify, and Aot csfpofchimfelf'to any unne*^ 

ceflary 
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ceiSary riiks^ If helsdrdered ta iJUtaoTerttho 
pofition of tbe eiicniy> he mufti eoikavor to 
glide between his pofts; and retreat a» foop as 
he has ken what it was? hi^ob^e^ to leak-n'^ 
without thinking 0^ carrying off any of thq 
enemy's fofts, or w^ggonXif But;jf he canrioti 
any hoW| gain intdfigvnce of thb ^ftrongthrof 
the enemy 9 he muil> by atta^kii^SKis ycdett 
abruptly,, moleft Hm, iUid oblige h^ to make 
fuch movements as. may difcbver himfelf. The 
commander ofthepatrokmuftneyer-lbfetime 
in thefe triffmg j^tac^si ieft' he ihoutddet the 
enemy clofe with' him; butif hchaia wood 
behind him, he may ^e certain' tllat^if?He re- 
treats into it, the enemy will not' f^Hiwhim 
there; He muft' take care not to fuffer his 
retreat to be cut off; as foon as he deems *i^ 
expedient to make it, he will fend off before 
hand tbe tired hprfes ; and he muft not fail to 
retreat rather at a trot thgn a gallop, that he 
may not blow his horfes. If he fees the ene- 
my's horfes are fatigued, and that only their 
bed mounted men purfue him, he mud make 
head iagainft them from time to time, in order 
to check themj and to enable his worft mount- 
P ed 
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«i mm. to pan ground* If b&is near a deftte» 
Ik muft pafs it as quicK as poffiyo, mttftiriaHjf 
ks people when bejiopdit^ and theo mtike a 
^ddcn attadk opon tfaofe wbo may atteoipt to 
pnrfuolnaif After haTiog mad« bead a< the ' 
defile as long as poffiblQ» to g^%e his liHUtfki 
wnnd^ he miift; cbntinm his retreat at a ti^ii 
LafttjF, if ^c is forrouoded) he muft colkd ali 
Ills men iogethft^ and break thfoogh the cne* 
my fword u^ haiid» idiemor he thifika it aloft 
pradicaUe to cot bis vmy. 

If the commander of the patmie doea not 
hoov the roiuis^ he wU take gaides, i«bo 
mttftbecariefeUy matchodicfpectally dnring the 
wigfatp left thi^ (hooid nutke their cfcape« 
When, be folds ibem.hai;k» he muft nevctr 
let them peniccive ishieb road be meus toibl<* 
]qv» M he is obliged tp make enquiries re* 
fyc^ng the roada> he mnft qoeftion the pea* 
fetitias to thofe be docs, not mean to foUow« u 
well as to tbat« which \i is.rec}uifitc for him to 
know, left they (bould poictrate intoi bis de* 
6gns# When a patrolc is to return by the 
lame roadt which it went^ its (fommander 
moft pay. RxiSL aneoibn to the bmncbings oS^ 

left 
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left he (bould )ofe hUnfflf in returning i he 

muft look back frojtp time to time, fo a« to 

obferve the moft remarkiible objeds^^ndfudi 

, pa are fitt<tft m ai^ an ii^prelliob ca Im 

CHA^PTER Vil. 

0re upon fife Grand Guai'd. 

Jl HE hon-commiilioned officers of the gran^ 
guard muft be told to place the vedets con«> 
fordiably to t'he order$ of the officer, >Birho 
commands it :— as far as it is feafiblC) they 
vrill poft them in places from i;vhence they 
Svill have an extenfive view^ without being 
feen by the enemy. When the enemy is very 
hear, the vedets muft be doubled. — ^They 
ihould be arranged in^ fuch a manner, that 
nothing can pafs through the fpaces between 
them fo as to reach their poft, without <qpm« 
ihg into their light; and that they may be 
aifo in view of the Imall poft, from whence 
they arc fcnt^ ^ * 

■ ,-ti •■- ■■■■ -it 
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If Wwtitcethry to pffocc fome at fiicha 
diftanc^,' that' they caiVnot be feen frdm 
the poft, ihtcrmediary men muft be ftatidn- 
tdy to '^keep ;up the communication with 
them. The vedets muft be relieved every 
two hours, and in hard froft oftcner. Before 
they fct outfrpn\lhc ppft, the, corporal muft 
iliew them to the commanding oflScer, The 
ycdcts being injpe^cd, the corporal will make 
them march by files ; and, in going with tlic 
relief, will follow in every point what has 
been faid on that head, in the Jnftrudions for 
^the Huflars, who are to be placed as vedets.""' 

If there are woods or hedges^ near the-poft, 
the' non-commiffiotied officer muft examine 
them thoroughly : he muft alfo make a patrolc 
as far as 4 or 500 paces beyond the yetjets, 
to learh in perfon whether there are any 
ravines, or hollow roads, in which the enemy 
may hide himfelf. . Should there be eithci' 
the one, or the other, patroles muft be made 
very frequently to thofe diffcreiit fpots. 

In the fame manner, he will make patroles 
to keep the communication open with the 
neighbouring pofts, fo that nothing, can glide 
})ctween them and his qwn. He will recon- 
noitre 
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iioltre by day light the roadr, by which be 
muflr make his patrofos at night. He -wifl 
relieve his day vedetsiir the evening} as fooa 
as he is ordered h to do by *;the commandet 
of the poft ; and when 'he arrives at the night 
ports, he will always » ptice the ;}ie w vedets^ 
according to the ordtrs-of the commanding 
officer of the guard. lFhe vedets muft alwayt 
be doubled 'in the night time, and be placed 
fufficiently near one another, that no one ean 
pafs between them without being heard.-^lf, 
for want of an adequate number of men, the 
vedcfs arc neceffarily at a great diftance from 
one another, they miift be ordered to keep 
lip a eonftaht communteatipn with one ano- 
;ther,'by patroling continually j that is, that 
one of the two muft nfiarcb towai-ds the nearefl: 
vedet, whiHt the other remains at his poIL 
In fuch €afes, the commanding officer muft 
keep up conftant patrolcs.— This muft alfobc 
done in fogs. The nbn-cdmmiffioned officer, 
who leads a patrole, muft' receive the coun- 
terfign, from the comAianding officer of the 
poft, before he fets oiit ; and hb muft conform 
to what has been abovt etijoincd, under the arti- 
cle of Patrolcs. At Ms return, he muft Hop 

when 
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vfeeii thtf radct at the poft cixeM^Stn^d Fafi^ 
to.)iifm'and «rhea he ihail have m^diejiimfclf 
kooitrnin tlie proi^r ta^Qber, heiDOft gW^ 
tfie comoiaiidifig officar fan account of what-* 
cTcr he has £een» dr .b6ard» land-pf what 
dcgirec of vigilai^cc fafe obferv^ in the vedetjF^ 
lo pofts, wbiQb are , ^ilpMofed, ai»d where it 
migbt be apprehended that the j^ea <d^ 
iredet9, and femiQelsi might 'hftri^rtbciH^ f 
awte %na}, by vbtcb they may know aich 
0|heri 0Hk(l be .given t<> themi a$ well a$^ to 
. Ibofe who makH: fbe patrolea. , .; 

- 7:^ ferjcanis and coi3)orahf mnft reconnoitre 
at the dawn of day^; 4hery mail yifit carefully^ 
with the number of h3u£^rsTe4)ui£ite, the w^s 
leading to the day jpoit, which the guaind is to 
fciiime: they mufl; leave, from diftanqe tQ 
diftance, the huHars whom they take witb 
tbem, left |he enemy, after haymg let iheai 
l>a&^ fhould fteal behind them* The. £erj|eai|t 
miift rccpnnoitre in this maimer tp the right* 
and the corporal to the left; when they have 
anet, |hc Jattcr mmftgo with the report to the 
commanding ofBccr. If the day is fogg]^ 
tlM$ reconnoitori^g qiuft be performed wi^ 
more th^n afual precautions^ The corpoi^ 
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M^ ^n Withdraw the- tcdets of the tiight 
poft', a$ foon as he is ordered To to- do; and 
vrhctt he tomes to the day poft, be mud at- 
compaof the officer,. Who commands the 
guard, to the fpot, where the fcrjcant was left* 
The toiiimatiding officer bavtng gtvett Ut 
' Orders, tlie corporal muft withdraw the hu&rf, 
whom he left as vedcts, whilft he was fccon-^ 
nohering, and then place the tedets of the 
day poft* 

When a non-commidioned officer U or- 
dered to withdraw all ibe vedcts^ he nmft do 
it regularly, 1^ going for every roan to his 
poll, if time permits; but if he is in a hurry, 
ho may call to him at the fame time all thofe 
who are within hearing. At night he muft 
f)ofitively relieve them one after another* If 
during the day, the vcdets give notice to the 
corporal to come and reconnoitre, he muft 
advance brifldy towards them, having with 
him two huflars, ptftolinhand; he muft not 
go to fuch a diftance from his poft^ as to be liable 
to be cut off. When lie is near enough to 
be heard by the perfons, whom he is come 
to reconn<ritre, he muft cry out, WThi^^t tbere^ 
and then^ if it is a body of- men^ Of wb&t Rf^ 
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pAnntf: and if they- arc grocral offif^rs, Of 
rpbat Rank? Aftrr the laft anfwcr he will 
cry. Stand Fajl, to them; s^nd then will fepd, 
off a haffary with hi$ report to the command- 
ing oflicer of the pod, and to have orders from 
him, which orders he muft execute minutely. 
If thofe, who were challenged, continue to 
advance after the word. Stand S'aji, the, cor- 
poral muft repeat it a fecond time s and if they 
ftill move forwards, he muft give orders to 
fire upon them. 

Night reconnqiterings muft be made by the 
corporal and twobuflars, each of them piftol, 
in hand J they muft go to a fhort diftancc 
beyond the vedets. If after the challenge, 
What Rmkf the anfwer is. General Officer of 
the Day^ or, Field Officer of the Picket ^ the cor- 
poral muft fay. Advance and ^ive the Parole^ 
that he may receive the word from the field 
officer of the picket, or from thfc general offi- 
cer : After it has been received and admitted, 
be, who gave it him, muft fend off a huffar to 
report this to the commanding officer of the 
poft. If when reconnoitering . at night, the 
anfwer is, Patrole,, ^nd\t really is one belonging 
to his fioft^ the corporal muft let it return^ 

after 
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after he has reeelted the conntdrfigti from 
lum, who commands it^ and has kiioWn it to 
be the right otie : If it is a party belonging to 
the army, and although the corporal is per* 
fedly fure, that it is fuch, he mod condud the 
Commanding officer of it to the officer^ Who 
commands at hia own poft ; the othdf s mud: 
be ftopped daring the interim. If defettefa 
€6mc in» after they are known to be fucb^ 
they mud be difaraiedt and muft ren>ain 
wiiboat the ))oft^ if they are at all numerous 

The non-commiilioned officers muft reitiaiili 
fcf up«iloufly at their poft| and muft take care> 
that the huflars do fo likewise. 

CHAPTER Vlll. 

Refpicung the Order^^ the Police ^ and (be 
DifiipUne $f the Artmf. 

7HE fatfdle^bi^ tfiiiift s^lwaiys be Met)«d 
dn to thefaddles. Tbd bridle and armi of eatli 
bttffiir ftiiaft b^ nestr hin^ ^^ fhsf hd may ttdi^ 
dily lay his hand upon every thing. He niuil 
be dppriffsdi eiiat ia« dften as th€ tmmpets 
found, Soots dttd Saddles^ by day of night, he 
G muft 
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muft rife, drcfs, arm himfclf, and bridle his 
horfc quickly, and go on foot to the fpot on' 
which his troop is paraded. If the trum*pet 
founds to Horfe^ he mud mount immediately 
with the greateft celerity. 

If, when qn a march, a halt is made, and 
the huffars alight, -fhould calls be founded at 
the head of the party, they muft mount brifely, 
and the inftant the trumpet founds to mareh^ 
they muft aU move on at the fame time. At 
night thc.decpeft filencc muft be kept during 
the- march, nor muft even the words of com- 
mand, fuch as halty march^ or any other, bo 
allowed to be ufcd. 

On days of aftion, no hufTar, on pain of 
death, muft quit hi$ ranks during the engage- 
ment, to ftrip, or. pillage the dead. They 
muft be forbid to lead, or carry oflF the 
wounded, during the battle. . Every non-com- 
nuflioned officer who takes a colour, ftandard, 
or piece of cannon, fhall reg^iye a gratifica- 
tion,* to be fettled by the commander iji 
chief; if he. brings off the pieqe 0f canc^ 

* Though the original mentions fpecific gratifications in al) 
the inllances but the laft^ it was thought expediei^t tqomit them. 

witl^ 
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Ti^ith the horfcs, he (hall moreover, receive art 
additional one for each horfc. If he takes 
one of the enemy's general officers, he fliall 
receive a gratification, alfo to be fixed by the 
cdmmandcr in chief, and proportionate to the 
rank .of the prifoner, and to the circumftatices 
imder which he was taken. If thefe non com- 
itiii&oned officers or huflars are, either by 
their former conduft, or by having (hewn 
themfelves fufficiently intclligent> capable of 
being promoted to the n^nk of officer^ and 
ar^ adequate to the duties incumbent on it| 
the colonel of their regiment fhould appoint 
them to the firft commiffions> that fail vacant. 

If feveral non-commiffionedofficer$, or huf- 
fars, lay claim to the fame prijsc, the difpute 
niuft be determined by their colonel. When 
there are not fufficient proofs to juftify the 
aligning it to any one man, the gratification 
muft be (hared amongft thofe^ whofe claims 
fcem to be the beft founded. 

Hunting, (hooting, and fporting in general, 
muft be forbid without exception to all per- 
sons in the army, both in camp, and when it 
is^in cantonments. All huflars^ convicted of 
G 2 this 
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this offence, rnuft be pmuihed with iht groatcft 
rigour. 

In the like manner, there tnuft be a pro- 
hibition againft 6flung, cutting dQwn fruit 
trees, or CiAch as fcrye as ornament8> againft 
tearing up the nsarks pl^cf4 to dircd the 
march of the oohimna^ ihc rooting ^p or $«r- 
rying off hedges, palings, or fti^fei«> or Jwfeg 
any wood, either new or oM;, wbicti is aib'eady 
fhaped. 

No tabk, for ganaes of ebajufe, «i»)i be fi^ 
up in the canfi, or ils mvi^ns^ tu)dcr wlial-r 
ever names (bch games may go;-»-if frt up^ 
the puskifliment is to be a ycw'^ impii')ic#nMiaj^ 
for thofe ^boi hold ihem^ 

All hof;ft6 fdf}n4 Wt^¥fi their m.aftq:% or 
perfons to h^A ii^Wh f itbPT w i\m <5ai??p of 
its mvirons, nsuA hp brf^^ tp tbc^pr^vot o$ 
the army, who m^ft roftore th^m to ti(^W 
owners> 

No one may enrol> or engeg« H>. tb^ ftf!vH«». 
apy ofi<:er's fervwn, wkjbooil hia tm^fter^a per- 
miffion, noi; ajtiy dciyer^ eitlier of the baggage, 
of tljye artlHery^ or of the coipmifl&«y*s.d^»tt:^ 
mjenn, mhb he bdft aboiut hm hhi ^h^r^g/t, 
ivk dqe form -, otherwifi^ his enrolment will be 

null. 
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null, ^f^ the enFoUer will have to Tcfund hit 
reward. 

Every one, wHolbcver,muft be forbid gokqj; 
out, to meet tho£;« vl^o bring pr ovi£oosco ctiq 
camp, to do toem any injury, to ufc any vio- 
lence towards them, or to exad any tbiiig 
from them; aoy.non-^ommiifioned o$cers» 
or buSari, who difregard thefe prohibitionc, 
muft be feat to the prev^t, and there to be pn^ 
mihed by his corporal, or afllft^nts: mder 
the fs^me penaky, they ittiift be forbid k> caofii; 
any l»adrance to the miiky or to injure anj 
dai9$> 01? ilitfcei 'm the Aeighbourbood of diq 
camp* , 
, Whoever fliall be found loaded with doathi^ 
^r tttenfils, taken ia maraudings ftaU be Sent 
to the pfcvoe, and tried as a thief»conformabtf 
10 the Mi rigour of the articlies of war« 

Every huflar who does not conform to tiie 
difcipliue of the army, of commit^ any dUbr^ 
dcr, iskufi be putuiSied at the bead of his fo- 
ment, by the prevot's Corporals, or affiftanta^ 

When vegeubles are fervcd out, the huir4rs, 
whea they have had time to colloA and cleanfe 
ihQ garden ftuff» muft be brought back to^ 
ca^mp ia ordes, and none of them muH fa^ 

fuffeicd 
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fuSered to remain behind, or to return to the 
ground. Great attention muft be had, that 
the vegetables may be fervcd out in proportion 
to the wants of the huflars, and that they only 
gather fuch garden-fluff, as is ripe and whole* 
fome. 

No party muft go to any. diftance from the 
army without a paffport, figned by the com- 
mander in chief, and fealcd with his jirms. 

All prizes muft be (hared in the following 
.manner, between the officers and huffars;, who 
make them. The partizan, who commands 
the party, of whatever rank he is, muft firft 
take fix fhares, as having been at the head of 
it. If he is a captain, he muft have fix fhares 
more ; if a lieutenant, four; if a fcrjeant, two j 
and if a common hufTar, bufeone. If there 
are any wounded hufTars, who have not been 
able to join by the time, at which the fale takes 
place, their fhares muft be lodged in the hands 
of the major of the regiment, to be delivered 
to them on their return. . 

If a hufTar on his return from having been 
out on a party, is difcovered to have loft an]f 
of his arms, cloaths, or accoutrements, his 
captain ;nuft dedu^ the value of what is Ipft 

from 
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from his fharc of the prizes made by the party. 
Except in this cafe, each huffar fhall have bis 
(hare delivered to him on the fpotj and without 
any ftoppage. The plunder on a prifoner, 
and his money, belong to him who takes him ; 
if fcveral lay a claim to it, the difputc rauft be 
decided by the commanding officer of the de- 
tachment, or party ; and fliould the cafe not 
prove a clear one, the plunder and money 
ttiuft be (hared amongft thofe, whofc preten- 
fions appear the bcft founded. 

All foldiers, troopers, or huffars, whom the 
generals of the army have placed as fafe- 
guards, muft be rcfpcfted as fentinels. AH 
non commiffioned officers s^nd huffars muft 
be forbid, on pain of death, to offer any injury 
whateyer.to thofe, to whom/ fafe-guards have 
been granted. 

The bread, meat, and pay of the huffars, 
fent as fate-guards, will belong to their meffes 
during their abfence. The huffars, fent as 
fafe-guards, will, during the firft fortnight, 
receive the whole of what is to be paid for 
them in the places where they are ported; 
but, after that fortnight, they will only receive 
half of that emolument; the other half will 

be 
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be (bared between them and the other hufiark 
of the troop. 

When in cantonments^ bounds will be pre^ 
fcribed, which the huifars will be forbid to go 
beyond^ without becoming fubjeS to the pu> 
Difliments^ denounced by the articles of war 
againft deferters ; they mud alfo be forbid 
going out of their quarters with their horfes^ 
w arms -, nor mud they be fufTered to oblige 
their landlords to furnifb them with a meal 
on their arrival, or departure, or any thing but 
the common utenfils for cooking, &c. 

No one, without fubjeding bimfelf to the 
ponifbment decreed againft thofe who are 
guilty of rapine, and extortion, fhall prefitme 
to levy any contributions, in bis quarters, ot 
the country, unlefs he is expteftly autborifod 
fo to do by the commander in chiefs 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOit OFFICERS. 



Preliminary Obfervatiom^ 

When Ac officer has made himfclf fa- 
miliar with the principles, laid down in the 
InftrAftions to the Private Hufiars, and Non- 
cbmmiffioned Officers, it will be neceflary to 
inftrud him on a larger fcale, in what manner 
he may diicharge Riccefsfully the different 
commiffions, which may be entrufted to him. 
It mud 'be often repeated to him, that in war, 
one muft not only feize opportunities fuch as 
offer themfelves, but one muft endeavour to 
make them arife ; that he muft ufe all imagin-^ 
able means to difcover the d^efigns of the ene« 
my, in order to be before-hand with them i 
and that he muft ftudy the character of thofe, 
who are under his commsmd, that he may ein« 
ploy^every one in the fervice for which he it 
beft calculated. 

During peace, the officer ihould have re*' 

courfe to every method of fornoing his iight. 

Ha Por 
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For inftance^ in going through a country, he 
may fuppofe that the enemy occupies a certain 
pofition; and tbca coniUbr! viAt polkioix 
fhould be taken, either for the attack of^ or 
for dcfencragarafti atr e n e my fu polled. He 
muft judge the diftance from one point to 
another, and then Kcp it, to know whether he 
gwtki. vight OS ^Qtft ai^. ihat ke v^ay render 
llW fight cQi?rcfi^., 

. Akho^igh: U. would be diffimU. to. k]p dcn^a 
fiycu) ^wmpifis, lor all the diibent cafe^ 
ipbkb mai]^9JFife ii^ w^r^ijicxeare h^wcTcr gje.^ 
nei^al qulesi^ wUdft OMft be appfiediaccofidi^g 

As tiher €btvdQ& of the officer muft vary a«« 
Qfirdttig tOf ibct 9bi(?£^> ,w)H€k bfii ta. ord^^cd tt^ 
fikrifiU. h^ m»iGt &rft. oC^l have the inftsvi&ioiH^ 
Wihicb^ wtll^: gjuven ipihiii^.befi9rebeli:i$^QttJ^ 
uplainedtabJWx&Jlf, Mii^.clM ^ 

]£ he ifi plowed: at ttht adivaiaM^d gnard of m ,, 
asmy, on of stftrcmg dbt^J^nentk and hifi.aMm t% 
t<fe occupy an a^dYaisAagMMS^ aoid! impor^taBi poft^ 
ke Qttil): attack aoid piiifi^ briftly ev^ery diiags 
which comes before him, until he^baa^reachedf 
the/poiiir, eS ynimh ke k\ to poffefa bimfitlf ; 
asid after. be; baa arjuimdt ^re» i£ be is^ at^ 

tacked^ 
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Ucked» he maft defend himfelf witb the 
greateft obftinacy, fince be is backed by tbc 
artny^. or deuchmentj to wham h« mud give 
tinie to come up. • 

Oa the contrary^ when oiv the rear guard, 
he muft avoid iigbting, or being drawii into 
adibn, as much as polfible ; and if be is forced 
to it, be; muft take great care not to purfue 
the enemy, after he has repulfiE;d him. 

Wbea ordeired to puf fue a beaten enemy, 
be cannot do, h too briflsly, but be mu& not 
difperfe his people too much. He muft, oo 
the coo^rary, alwaySr keep die greater part of 
them togcthev, that he may be ia a condidoa 
ta refiit £reih troops, if any are fenr up^. 

If be. is ordered to drive off a body of mco^ 
which; the enemy may have thrown beforq 
him^ to cons^cal thek rnQveoabeiita, he muft at* 
lack* it fbai^y with the whole of bi& detach* 
iBcnt,} km Q\;^t& being to break through ihc 
fcreen, in ovdey tQ fee what the enemy iaalymt 
behind it. 

The commander of a detachment muft com- 
bine prudence with courage, fo as not to getu 
into a£lion unneceflfarily, or to avoid fighting, 
when the end he has to attain requires rt.-^ 

* > When 
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CHAPTER I. 

' Oft Grand, or Advanced Guards. 

JCiVERY grand guard, or detachment dct 
tined to inarch towards the -enemy, muftbe 
divided into two or four divisions., according 
to its ftrength. As foon as a guard is detached 
from the main body of the troops, of which k 
makes a part, the officer who commands it^ 
muQ: ferm an advanced guard for it, compofed 
of the firft divifion, and commanded by an of- 
ficer, or non-commiffionqd officer, according 
to its numbers. If the guard is only told off 
into two divifions, the rear guard, which it 
xniiil have, as well as the ]Satroles upon its 
flanks, (hould be drawn from the firft divifion, 
which is intended to form the advanced guard. 
if, on the contrary, the guard is numerouf 
enough to be capable of being formed into 
four divifions, the firft of them will fi^nifli 
the advanced guard, and the fourth the patrolet 
on the flanks^ and the rear guard. In all cafes^ 
the advanced guard.muft be preceded, and the 
rear guard muft be followed, by a corpor^ 
and four^ or. even fix men, arranged in the 

manner 



Wgitized by VjjOOQIC 



C i* ] 

manner already enjoined in the inftruftions 
to non-commiffioncd officers. In general, the 
advanced and rear guards fhould be at 1 60, 
or 200 paces diftance from the body they 
l>elong to; at night time, and in fogs, thofe 
diftanccs nittft be . confidcrably &ortencd. 
When the grand guard cpmes to its fiation, 
its commanding officer mult go bimfelf to 
plaqe the fmall guard, which is compofed of 
his firft diviiion. He will th^n have the ve- 
dets placed ; they fhould furround the whole 
detachment, at a diftance of about 4O0 paces 
from it^ If it be poffible, they muft be fet in 
fuch manner, that they may fee every thing 
iK^tthout being themfelves feen by the enemy, 
and that all of them may be within figh[t either 
of the grand, or of the/mall guard* 

At night, and when very near the enemy, 
the ycdets muft be doubled. If, during the 
day time, they are near enough to be fired at 
with mufquetry, they are to keqpconftantly in 
motion, to render it more difficult to take aim 
at them. The officer ihould endeavw to put 
his force under cover of fome knoll, or rifiidg 
gtound, left the enemy ihould difcover its 
ftrength; but he muft do this in focbvMnner, 

that. 
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t^t> in cafcripf need, it may be okbk either tQ 
ftd^ancc^ pr. ;tq,rQtteat with crfe. 

J3c mijjft .l}ft,aHenitivq not to have ravinct. 
Of d^les .clAfe in his x^r,; and f>ot >t.hi$ 
fpr^c be 9ia^ed ji)3r hoii>^ tQo Bear a wood* 
^;2#J«hexoJjftaplpi,^fihn)aM hinder hiai 
frpn? iPf >5ceiv>9g,.th^ appros^oh pf;jl,he enemy* 

,Whe9 p^Ug^d f<f.faill.^f|$:k;i he mud cajli^ 
J^ fms^U g!^ar4ii#car.m>a& wHb4^a.wn jt^ ye« 
^d^t^x apd ABiMJt F^ftf at ()yj ^ivifions } the; fir^ 
.i^thffe 9H>ft fidv^nfrefa fi?w yards* wbilft tbp 
(e«<Hld 9>arch«9 ahout a hundred paces to the 
mt at a tr^t, aod.iihei^ faces abqut; aa (901(1 
M U U f^^n^ed j (he fir(i dlvifiQvi i?)uft fall baclp 
mi|$ tuiii> andfe^ti^ 

The^cdctaiPHfthe.wytiQned, tha< if thfc 
uttaqk is fo briikj.^ w>t to aHflw of their h<i^ 
i»g 1? ithdrawft regularly, tb«y Hl^ft fojlqw the 
motions qf thew main ^)ody. 

After pkcing theyedets, the olGc^r, who 
HiMMHoiand^ the g^ard, ihould fend out patroles 
q«Uc around «, t9 the diftaace of four qr 
five hundred pa^cp, that he may have a tbo* 
rough kiipvledge of tb^ ecmntry about him* 
He (hould kww whether there arc defilci, 
morafles, ponds, or thickets^ ^ppn hia flan(^ i 
I ' . he 
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fee Ihould recoRnoitre all the roads ^ and catife^ 
ways in the neighbourhood of his pofty and 
ffiould learn where they lead to, and whether 

' 'canndn catv be drawn alon^ theiiy. The re- 
ports made* by his patroles, coiiibrned with 
fhc information afforded hf tht people of iVt 
country, fliould bring liim to fixed and con- 
tlufive ideas on that head, on whkhalfo a 
good map oF the country would be of great 
oife to him. AH the. ways leading to the poft 
being well reconnoitred, the officer muft him* 
fclf go to the vedets, to fee that the counter- 
{ign has been properly given to them, iind to 
-point^out to them what extent of ground 
Ihould. come under the tattgc of their eyes* 
If he is near any very lofty houfe, a ftecple, 
or high" tree, from the top of which the view 
is cxtenfivc, he may fend a ifnan up, with or- 
ders to give notice, fhould the enemy draw 
near, by firing his carbine, or piftoK 

If there are woods, hedges, or ravines near 
his poft, he muft have them explored very 
frequently during the day time by patroles in 
crofs diredions. He muft kcepup a free com- 
munication with the xicighbouring guards by 
thp lame means. 

" The 
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. The epiBin^n4ing officer of the guard hav- 
ing taken all the precautions thus laid down, 
^e may order half his men to alight to feed 
their horfes. 

' The fmall. guard muft be relieved everjr 
two hours : the divifion compofing the relief 
will advance into line with it. The corporal 
will take with him the number of men necef- 
fary as vedets» and will go. with the corporal 
of the old fmall guard to relieve thqfe belong** 
ing to it. The old fmall guard, its videts hav« 
ing comein, will fall backj and when it has 
returned to the main guards it will alight in 
its turn to feed the horfes. 

In great heats the horfes Ihould bb watered 
^bout the middle of the day. The command- 
ing officer muft fend only one fourth to water 
^ a time^'-^io the mean time the reft of his 
men fhould be .mounted. The watering party 
muft be headed by an officer, or^ non-com- 
miffioned officer, and the horfes are to be led 
in ihaffles. 

When the nearnefs' of the enemy neccffi- 

tates greater precautions,, the horfes fhould, 

not be led to water during the day. 

.The reconnoiterings by day muft be made 

1 2 \ as 
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2S \t cnjomcd in the inftraftkmis to tron-com- 
fliiflroticd t)ffictf s. 

Whenever a corporal fcnt to r«€ofiiK>)tr6 
gives notice, that he fees a body of arm^ 
men, the <:o{nn!^andmg officer tnvfft make all 
hts people moQtVt, and m«ift adrliifce himfelf, 
that he ttihj be enabled to judg^ what it 
may be. 

When the CJeneral Officers of the Day, or 
tlic Field Officers of the Picket vifit his poft, 
he muft order them to be rcconfioiteFed, aii4 
^ then receive them wrth his fword drawn. 

He ihonld often vifit the vedets, to afcer^ 
tain their vigilance, and to judge whether all 
the ways leading to his poft are wcll^uardcd. 

In the day t'nne, he muft have the roads 
reconnoitercd, which the patrofes muft take 
by nighty and this is to be done by thofe, 
whom he dcftincsforthofepatroles. Towards 
evening, he ftioqld explain to thet)fficers and 
non-commiffioncd officers,, wfco arc with htm, 
the manner in which they arc to make Aetr 
night pat roles. Thefc tnuft never be made 
at fixed times; but he mnft difpatch theni 
when he thinks iit. 

At fun-fet he wiR trakt the wfadle guard 

mounti 
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mount, will v^ithdraw the ytdctt, and then re« 

treat to hU iHght poft, his fmall guard forming 
the rfear guard j he will halt twice in his retreat^ 
which he will take care to make at the fame* 
time with the guard«, which are to his right 
and kft, if fuch.thcTc.aTC. When the guard 
is arrived at its night poft, he muft furround 
it with vedets, to prevent a furprize } and 
then will fend the hbrfcs to water hi the or- 
der above prefcribed, beginning by that por- 
tion of his force, which is to relieve the fmall 
guard. 

' When all the horfes are watered, and have 
cat their corn, in fucceflion, the fmall guard 
muft be relieved, and the night vedets ind 
fentihels placed » according to the ififtru^ons 
already given to non-commifEoned officers. 

If his pofition allows of it, the command-- 
ing officer of the guard will order half hit 
inen to alight^ and the roll to be called. Thofc^ 
who have djfmounted, muft always hold their 
horfes bridles. He will then give to his of- 
ficers and non-commiffioned officers the Pa- 
role and Cotinterfign, which will have been 
lent to him.fealed up by the major of his 
regiment. 

If 
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^ If any one of tti< non^cpmmiffioned officers, 
to Mfhoin he. has given the coiintcrfign, (bould 
tfdcrt, or be made prifoncr, he ma ft inftantly 
change it, and apprize the ne^hbouring pofls 
of the circumftance,: left the enemy fliould 
nvail thcmfclycs of the former countcrfign to 
furprizc them. 

If th^ incljemericy of the weather pbliges 
hjm to have a fire, hi? mud dired it to be 
made in ^ hole, or in fome place fo concealed 
that the ctictny^ cannot difcover it. At the firft 
alarm he niuft have it extingiiiflied, or covered 
t^vcr quickly. 

He muft obfervc, that the huflars keep, du- 
ring the whole night, found the fire, oppofitc 
Ihcir pods, and without fleeping. Every time 
the yediets apprize, him, that they perceive any 
•thing, he muft order hi? guard to mount v'ith 
the greateft brijlkncfs,^ 

When the general officers of the day, 6t 
the field officers of the picket yifit his guard 
during the night, a^ foon as the corporal (hail 
haye apprized him of it, he muft advance fix 
paces beyond the vedet, and cry out, Advance 
/or the parok. The general,- or field officer 
will advance, and receive the parole from the- 

commanding 
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coriimancling officer of the guard/ who Will 
after that (hew it him in writing. DtMJin^ thcf 
nighttime, he riiiift very ftt^quently Tend tQut 
patrolesf beyond his poft," with the precautiolw 
indicatcd^intlie mfttuftioTfsto' the non-xi)^!- 
nirffibncd officers ' ' ' 

- Before the-dawri of day, the whole gtrard 
'muft'ihbdnfv'arid* wlicn't^^^ H hrdkti 

the cothmatiding' officer 'of the poft imifrTend 
that part of Ws -force, which is to be plac*<Jat 
the day pSfi/or the fmail -guard, to water j 
when it has returned, and, tfie'horfcs have cat 
their corti, he wilF detach a ferjcant with four, 
or fix men by the right, and a corporal with 
as many more? by the left, tb' examine all the 
fpots, which heihall have poiiited out to theml 
They muft vifit all thofc places around thi 
poft, which the guard is abbut to rcfume, 
wherein the enemy may have formed an am- 
bufcade. / They will place huffarS, from dif- 
tance to diftaiice, as vedcts, on the ground, 
which they pafs over. When thcfe two noh- 
commiifioned officers fhall have met, the fer- 
jeant muft remain with the vedet, who is moft 
advanced in the front j^and the corporal muft 

c go 
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go tirfthtfae report to the commandtog officer 
of the guard. 

When the day is fpggy, the reconnoitcring 
reqo^es greater attention^ and precautions) oik 
the part of the npn^;Conciniiffioned officers^ 

The reconnoitcring being oyer, thej^com^ 
manding officer of the guard muft order the 
reft of his men xo water their horfes, and gWc 
them their corni in fucceffion, ending ^itb 
thole, who formed the fmall guard at the. night 
poft^ and whom, as wcU as his vedets, be muft 
call in for this purpofp* 

He will then march to refutne his day poft } 
and if there happens to be a guard pf Infantry, 
which ijs to poft itfclf near his, they ibould take 
care to march together, that they may^prote^ 
one another. 

When the guard is arrived at it;$ d?y poft, 
. its commanding officer muft go with the cor- 
poral, who reconnoiteredj».and place bimfelf 
by the moft advanced vedet, wl^re th^ ferjcauit 
remained ; he will then fee with ftn own eyes, 
kow far the report made to him was true ; be 
will after that fend the fcrjeant, and^ corporal 
to withdraw the vedets, whom they bad 
placed ; and of them he will form the fmall 

guard. 
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guards Ho will then have the day vedet$fet| 
and give the ferjeant the ^particular chargeii 
he deems nctoeS^ry. Thia being done, he mil 
nciire to his poft* 

The commanding officer of the poft muft 
iet no detachment of the army come in du^ 
nog the. night* ¥rithout an order figncd by 
the commander. in chief, or by the general 
o£ci(ra of the 4ay : he will only permit the 
oSiC^r^ who commanda it, to go to the com^ 
mander in cbief^ or to fend to fairn* 

Such ftranger» at arrtre^ and aa defcrve at- 
tention, muft be condttS:ed to the Quarterp 
Matter General of the cavalry, or to the per-- 
fon, who difcharges the duties oftbatilation* 

When the com^manding oSker of the guard 
ta informed of the arrival of drums, or trum*- 
{xats from the enemy, he will order his fabaK 
icrn, or ferjeant to go, and receive the packet^ 
ivhich have been intrufted to them, and for 
which he will give them a receipt, and muft 
&nd them back to their own army that in- 
ila&t, wkhout fuffering them to ilop near the 

* Even though they fhould ^ive a wron^ counterfign, they ' 
Ihould not be fired bn^ unleft theydifbbey tbe otder Xafiandfafi. 

K . ^ . poft. 
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poft. He wUlnhen fend off the packctsr to 
thc,gencriil. . : ; 

With refpca to dcfcrtcrS, in (he firft place 
they mull be difarmcd on the fpot ; they muft 
not be atlowed to fell any of their eiTefts -, and 
they muft be kept within fight as prifoncre, 
*till they can be fafely conducted to the quar- 
ter- m^fter general of the cavalry, 
t The grand guards placed in front of' the 
army muft allow no foot foldier, trooper, huf- 
far^ or dragoon^ to pafs beyond their poft» 
Thofe placed in the rear of the army will 
only permit fucih men to pafs, as are provided 
■ with difcharges, drawn up in the form re- 
quired by the riUes of the fervice* - . . 

Such guards muft offer no hindrance to the 
country people, who bring provifions. They 
muft not quit their pbft until regularly rc; 
lieved either by a general officer of the day, 
or by atiothef guard announced in orders, or 
when they arc attacked by a fuperibr force. 
AU new inftruftions muft be given in writing, 
and figned either by the general officeirs of 
the day, or the field officers of the picket. 

Commanders of polls muft take care to 
havie the country in their front well explored ; 

and 
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and muft inform quickly, and.if time permits 
it, in writing, the general, or him unto whom 
they are ordered tq tranfmit their reports, of 
whatfoever is worth imparting to them. 
This muft be done in the following form. 
Firft of all, the date of the day, the hour, and 
the place muft be written, and then the word 
« REPORTV in large letters; after this will 
follow the detail of all, of which the general 
is to be informed, and then the fignature. If 
thefe reports are relati/e to news of the 
enemy, he, who makes tbem, muft always, be 
attentive to jcxpliiin precifely on what fpot he 
was, when he faw that, which is the fubjcflt 
matter of his report, and of the fpots which 
were to his right, and to his left. 

The comnianding officer of the poft muft 
examine clofely fuch perfons, as come from 
without the army, whether peafants> or 
travellers. He muft interrogate them as to 
ihediiFcrcnt roads in his neighbourhood; he 
tnvft learn, whence they come, and whither 
they are going j what bufinefs they have at 
the camp, or clfewherej where the enemy is, 
imd what they know refpeding him. 

K 2 . When 
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When one of the advanced pofts is near an 
enemy's camp, its commanding officer muft 
watch the troops which enter^ or quit that 
camp; be muft obferve their firength> and 
where they go : for the enemy often learcs 
tents ftanding, in order to conceal bis march. 
It ia at the break of day, that he ihould exa« 
mine every thing with the greateft attention, 
to afcertain what has been done during the 
night : to make thefe obfervations> he ought 
to be provided with a good telefcope. 

It may be known by a kind of confufed 
noife whether troops enter, or leave a cainp. 
If they enter one, it may be difcovered by the 
ncMfe of the carriages and waggons, by the 
cries of their drivers,^ and of thofe of the artiU 
lery, by the neighing of the borfes, and by 
the increafed number of fires. If on the con« 
trary, a part of the army moves in the night 
time, in order to retreat, this becomes per* 
ceptible from the increafing diftanee, at which 
the noife is beard, and by the fires going out 
by degrees. But reliance muft not hoWelr» 
be placed in this laft fymptom, as the enemy 
fometimes, without moving at all, has his 
fires pvit out, in order to deceive you ; he. 

fometimes 
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Ibmetime« has them lighted in places, where 
he has no troops ; and, at others, has them 
kept up after he has decamped. In thefe 
different circumftances, it is necelTary to ad* 
vance as far as poiGble, to make the leafl: 
noifc that can be, and to obfet:vc every thing 
as nearly as can be effeded. 

If your army decamps by day-time, the 
guards muft mount their horfes, as foon as 
The Troop beats, and cKamine the enemy 
moft attentively, wit^iout however making any 
great movements, or withdrawing the vedets; 
thefe muft be withdrawn all together by an 
officer, or non-commiflioned officer, wheii^ 
you are about to march to follow the army. 

Sometimes the enemy's generals advance, 
under a ftrong efcort, as far as your guards, 
with a view to make your vedets quit heights, 
that they may themfelves be able to afcend 
them, and reconnoitre your camp. If the 
commanding officer of the guard thinks, that 
he difcovers this to be their defign, he muft 
inftantly let the body of troops, from which 
he is detached, be apprized of it. 

If the advanced guards are fo placed, as to 
have a very broad ditch^ a rivulet, or a fiver, 

ixx 
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in frant. of them, tTle officer (houl4 himfclf 
infped this obftaclc in the whole of the length, 
in which it extends before his port ; and if 
tncire are places, at which it may be croffed, 
or bridges, be muft place vcdets there. At 
night, the planks that form the upper part of 
tjie bridge, and lay upon it, .muft be takpn 
away ; and he muft haye them brought to his 
fide of it, in order to prevent its being paffed. 
Frequent patrolcs muft alfo be made in that 
direaion; and he muft enjoin to thofc, who 
command them, the grcateft precautions, par- 
ticularly if the oppofite banks are lined with- 
hedges, which might conceal the enemy's 
markfmen, left the men thus patroling ftiould 
be ncedlefsly cxpofed to be killed. 

If the advanced guards art obliged to rcr 
main at their pofts, whilft their army decamps, 
the officers, who command them, muft then 
redouble their precautions, left they fliould 
be carried ofi^; and when they have permiflioii 
to follow it, they must withdraw their vedcts 
imperceptibly, and fall back fo as to join the 
army, whofe rear guard, in fuch cafes, they 
generally form. In circumftanees of this 
natiyrc, they muft watch mpft clofely the 

> motions ' 
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motions of the enemy, and mud frequently 
fend off accounts of them. 
' If the commanding officer of the guard re- 
ceives in the night timean order to change hi< 
poHtion, he muft try to get a light, that he 
may examine upon his map the environs ^f, 
the new poft, which he is to occupy^'and 
make the arrangement of his vedets, and pa« 
trolcs, ill confcqucnce. At dawn of dscy,.hc 
wiU reSify the errors, which the nigtt may 
havecaafed him to commit. 

When the guards relieve each other, 'the 
new one moft place itfcif to the left of the old 
one; the officers y/ilt communicate to each 
other the inftrudions ; will together vifit the 
ways leading to the pod ; and will have th6 
vedets, and the fmall guard relieved; afecr 
which, Mdienthe old guard is affemhledi it 
will return to its regiment in the fame order^ 
and with the fame precautions it had obferved 
in going to its poft- 

As the new vedets Oiould always be brought 
to the officer, before they arc placed, he 
fhould take care to infped them, to fee that 
their fire arms are loaded, and to point out 
the fpot where each fhould be polled, taking 

the 
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the oldeft foldien for the moft advanced fta^ 
tions. 

If the officer, who commands the grand 
•guard, has under bis orders another, which it 
detached fi;om bimj he muft take care to en- 
join to it every thing which it will have to do« 
In other refpeds, the officer^ who commands 
this detached poft, will conform to every 
thiog, which has been above laid down. When 
relieved, he will join the commanding officer 
of the guard, who is to delay his. return^ till 
he is come in. 

. If,, during the time it is upon duty, the 
guard is attacked by a fuperior force, the of* 
£ccr, commanding it, will . have his vedete, 
and his fmall guard withdrawn, and will re« 
treat in the manner above pr^cribed^ fo as not 
to let bimfelf be carried off. But if unfortu* 
nately he is furroundcd, there is nothing die* 
to be done, but to break throi^h fword in 
hand. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Oh detnehd P^Jls, 

£iV£JlT officer, who \% dttach^d to^rdt 
tbe wing of an army, or any bther cither pbft 
of the enemy, to w^ch it,^ muft gain a tho« 
roiigh knowledge of the country from his 
taap, and from tbofci who are .well acquainted 
with it. His iirft care muft Isfe.to choofe a 
Jio&ion upon a hdght, which ihouldbe, if 
poffihfle, fiirronnd^ with wpodl» and from 
whenee he can defcry the enctoy, without be^: 
if^ faen by hsm. He muft endeavor to go to it 
during, the nighty and without noife ( he muft 
ayofid vHlages, fttffcr no fire to be made, and 
contiive to be fcen by no one. At dawn of 
dayi he muft plate fentineh, on foot, on the; 
fliopc of the^hilU «nd vedets behind trees and 
bufhes, that they may examifies.and difcoyer^ 
at a great diftancOi every thing that pafles oa 
the lide of the enemy. He tni^ make fomc 
of his people Climb tike higheft trciest and ^ve 
him a minute account <A all they perceive. 
H he oNcryes any tking of impoatailee» be 

L wiU 
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will talcc a note of it, that he may make an 
exaft report to the general in the evening. 

As this detachment ihould always keep it- 
felf concealedi it ihould be furnifhed with 
provi(ionS| and forage, for at lead three dayf. 
At night, it muft fall back to the fpot, whith 
the officer (hail have deemed mod fuitable, 
and leaft expofed to be found out. He m\ift 
communicate to no one his intentions ^jon that 
head. When/arrived at his night poft, he muft 
fecure hunfeif J>y cootinoal patroles. He (hould 
nevrr pals two nights on the fame fpoc; and^ 
upon the leaft apprehenfion of a difcovery, he 
ihouM change his poft in the day time. In 
this maunder, it will be difficult for the enemy 
to make atiy eiiterprtze againft him. In cafe 
his detachment is driven off, and difperfed bf 
the enemy; he. muft himfelf go to'th^ rallying 
point, which muft be in thedireftion in which 
his camp lays, and which be muft have indt* 
cated befofe^hand to his ^people, each of 
whom mtiA Ttfp^hr to it as quickly as poffible, 
and as fafety at he can. ^ 

The pr ii^dipal objcft of an officer, thus de- 
tached,. bet(ig only to watc4i the enemy, and lo 
cover the^doimtiryv be muft not lofe time in 

i^iaking 
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making booty, or taking prironeni and he 
muft confine himrdf to the execution of the 
orders, which be has received} be muft en- 
deavor, as far as he can, to hide himfelf from 
the inhabitants, and efpecially not to become 
a burthen to them. 

At the period, at which this party is to be 
relieved, he muft fend a fafe man» who is well 
acquainted with the road» to the corps, from 
which he is detached, to a^.aa a guide to the. 
new party: and, to avoid all poffibUity of an. 
accideni, he (hould not remain with bis party 
on the fpot^ whtch be has pointed our^ but 
fliould keep an -intelligent non commiffioned 
offiiier and two men on it, with orders to con« 
dud the new detiKrhment to him, ai Coon as it 
ftall have joined them, and, if. by chance the 
enemy came there, to apprize him of it by 
repairing to him^ or by firing qpon them. 
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CHAPTER III* 

On the Conduct U be held by an Officer^ placed 
in the Chain ef Pqfts^ tvbiifi the Army is ifi 
Cantonmetits^ or pjied in a Filla^e^ fituated 
either in Pt9nt^ er on the Flank of the Arrry. 

JL H E officer^ when ordered to repair to tbo 
fpot indicated to bim, will reeeive inftrudtont 
from his general with rerpc^l to \&% deftiha* 
tion, to the country which he is to cdver^ to 
the enemy's pods which he is to watch, and to 
the point upon which he irfo retr<at» fhould 
he be attacked by a Tuperior force. 

Suppofe him to be detached with a party of 
30 or 40 horfe: when arrived at the village,^ 
which he is to gutitrd, he will conceal about 
three fourths of his men behind the boufes ; 
and with the remaining fourth he will patrole 
all the environs, as far as he can, and even 
up to the enemy's poft«. He will reconnoitre 

* Wore hit people enter the tHlage, be is to poft a fmall 
ptrty on the oppofite fide, to prevent the inhabitants canying 
intelligence to the enemy. 

the 
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the vtUagei, the TaUtes, and fuch fpots as art 
covered with wood» or underwood. If he it 
apprchenfive of being attacked, be fhould take 
with bim: the whole of bis detachment. In 
this patrole, he ihodld alfo take with him feme 
man from* the village, on horfeback> who is 
qualified to fliew him the wholc^^ountry, and 
to point out the roads, 'by which an enemy 
might come upon him. This being done, he 
will pod his vedets in the manner Jaid down in 
the article *♦ of Advanced Guards," and will 
place a fentinel, either upon the fteeple, or on 
the top of the higheft houfe. He will examine 
the poiition, in which he means to place Iiis 
guard, and will choofe his parade according 
to the polition, which he intends to occupy 
during the night, and according to the princi* 
pleS' which will be laid down in the next chap* 
tcr: in the choice of it, he will give the pre- 
ference to that fide of the village, on which 
he httsTHhe lead: to fear. After having, made 
all the neceffary arrangements, he will fend 
half his men into fuch of the peafants houfcs, 
as are nearefl; his parade, and from the back« 
©f which they can come out on that fide of the 
^ village^ in which it is chofen* He will order, 

. that 
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that half the borfes ihall have their bridles and 
faddles tal^en oflF, be. rubbed down^aod fed ; 
when this is done, they muft be (aiidled again, 
and the other half of the detachment wUl then 
be proceeded with in the^ fame fiotanner. 
• When the men have unfaddlci their borfes^ 
they n^uft take care^ that the faddlc ifbould be 
always placed behind each horfe^ the piftoU in 
the holftcrs^ the ftirrups and houiings> or cha- 
braque (if any) folded up on the top of the 
faddte, and the bridle at hand, fo that they ^ 
may ea^iily iaddle their horfes with the greateft 
expedition. 

The hufiar (hould always carry his carbine 
vith him, and never take off his cloaths either 
by night or day, except to change his linen. 

If die enemy is. in the neighbourhood, and 
any thing is apprehcndi^d from him, half the 
borfes fiiould be unbribled at a time, to feed, 
|iut they (hould not be unfaddled* In^/uch 
cafes it is neceflary to have a guard Oi^ifjOot^ 
which il^ould conftantly have an eye to the 
ycdcts, in order tp give notice of the leaft mo- 
tion, which it ihall fee them make. The of* 
ficer ihould alfo po(t a guard at the entrance, 
and the outlet in the rear of the v'dlage, and ^ 

' chiefly . 
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chiefly aTDongjl btifhes, or on the flope of a 
hill, to cover bis flanks, left he fliculd be at*- 
tacked and cot ofi; 

It is of the extremeft ncceffity, that the of^ 
fleer fliottld fecure bimfelf, not only as to what 
is in front, but as to what is in the rear of his 
poft, even f hough there (hould be others in 
the neighbourhood. He muft often fend pa* 
troles, of two or three men, beyond the vodet$» 
to obferve attentively what is going on ; and 
he will pi^incipally enjoin them to afcend fuch 
heights, as could not be occupied on acccHiat 
of their diftance. 

He will fometimes make fuch .patroles as 
thefe, with 20, or 25 men^ to induce the ene- 
my to believe, that his detachment is nptc 
confidcrable, than it really is. 

He will regularly make half his men fleqp 
during the day tioae, and have their faorfes 
unfaddled ; but the other half mod always be 
awake, and have their horlcs faddled and 
bridled. . 

At the approach of night, he muft incrcafc 
the number of his patroles, and go Ip pcrfon, 
to judge by his own eyes of the changes, 
which oaay have happened in the enemy's po- 

fition. 
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fitioD* that he may make his report of ttiet!f» 
in writing, to the general. 

As foon as the night is fet in, the officer will 
make his vcdets and pofts fall back a little ; 
tad if they were on heighu, he will plaee tbem 
behind, or at the bottom of them; becaofe in 
the night time it is eailer to fee any tlui^ 
combg towards one, by looking upwards boxtk 
a low fituation, than downwards from a higb 
one. He muft, as far as it is. in his power^ 
block ap all the ways* leading to the vilbga 
. with waggons, large branches of tiecs, and 
poles. He will place a guard of peafanta there, 
eommandcd by one of bis own people. -He 
mod make his detached pods remark ^arefvdty 
two or three ways» by which they may enter 
the villagi;, which he maft have recoimoitredy 
and of which the enemy cannot be apprized i 
fio tbaij if obliged to fall back^ they may find 



• Croft-ditchet may be made acroft the entrance of tHe vil- 
lage i but the road, by which he intends to Tally, molt be ft- 
cored by waggons, loaded with dvng, which may caUily be re 
moved, or, in ca(e of acciffity, will £<erft aa.a parapet. 

them 
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ibcm again in the night.* It i» by tbefe out- 
lets, that he muft fend out frequent patroica 
during the tiigbt, to obtain a certain 'know* 
Icdgc of the motions of the enemy, and of the 
vigilance of his own ppfts. Towards midnight, 
the officer, Mid ail of hia men muft be awaker» 
Before the day dawns, they muft laddie, bridle,, 
and mount thdr horfes. If the officer has 
judged it expedient to change his pofnion, du- 
liog the nighit, he muft ad: in the method prc^ 
fcribed in the preceding chapter, and fend aa 
account to hi^ general of every thing new, 
whicli may have happened. As the day breaks^ 
the vedets muft again afcend tifie height, but 
wHh great ftiUnefs, and obfervc attentively 
tfhatcvcr ia'going on* The officer will at the 
Cube thiicr fisndpatrbles forwards, upon difco* 
very, in the manner laid down above. They 
wiU coQtinue out, till it is broad day light ; 
and if diere is a &g, thoic who compofe them, 

* Count Tiirp}n obftrves, that fiioukl the ouNpofts be 
driveii ia, and clGfeljr purfued, and enter the tillage hy tht 
higli roedt paiEng through it, the enemy mtghs break into if, 
jieU-mclly with th«m | buc by retreating in the manner recom* 
inended> they midead kiai| and give tkiur own to^ps wkkin, 
more time to prepare for defence, 

M . naay 
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may fcattcr thcmfclvcs, one by one, in order to 
cover the whole front. If every thing appears 
quiet, the officer will then mount his borfe, to 
go out himfelf to make obfervations, and to 
pufh his patrolcs as far as poffibfe.* During 
this time, the whole detachment muft be on 
horfeback, and ready to march. 

On his return, the officer will make his re-^ 
portto the general, will again place fomc meii 
on the fteeple, and will order his people to 
take off their bridles and faddles, half at a time^ 
in fucceffion, as enjoined above. 

He muft ufe his utmoft endeavours, ef^eqi- 
ally in ad enemy's country, to hinder the peo« 
pie of the village from going beyond his ad« 
vanced pods ; he may threaten, that he will 
order all fuch peafants, as dare attempt it, to be 
put to death. 

If he can procure any man, of whom he is 
fare, as a fpy, be mud fend him to the enemy, 

* In an enemy *s country, he may give out» that he (ball 
take a different road from that he really means to follow { in 
thit ca(ey he rauft 'either know perfectly, or have a tmfty guide 
for, the latter. The inhabitants will not fail to commumcafe 
this falfe intelligence to the foe, if poiiible. 

" without 
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without delay, and y^itbout^ hefitating about 
the expence. If be can procure two, he (hould 
fend one in the morning, and the other in the 
evening, and fhould take his meafures accord* 
ing to their report, and apprize his general* 

In the winter, the officer fliould inform him- 
felf particularly of the places, in which the ice 
would render his poft more acceffible to the 
enemy. As in that feafon the men and horfes 
cannot remain all night at picket, he mud take, 
care to place them (as has been prcfcribcd) 
in fuch lioufes, ds are as near as poflible to 
each other. He muft fiation a non-commif- 
iioned officer in each of the quarters, who will 
receive orders to keep his men awake ; and to 
be ftilbmore fure, that nobody fleeps, he may 
colled all his people in his own qus^rters. 

He muft fix himfelf in the place nearefl to 
bis people, and the parade, and muft pofi a 

. * It might be dangerous, or impofnbIe> for thefe fpiet to 
return to him by the direft roa8, fliouId they hare to inform 
him of any movements made, or ambufcades formed, by th* 
enemy ; fomc place therefore in a different dirc£lion fliould be 
^xcd on, to which they arp to repair with their intelligence, 
and communicate it by word of mouth, or by Hgnals previ- 
9uily agreed upon. Lindenau, 

M 2 fchtincl 
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fcntincl ftt his door, l^ho will make a noifc to 
apprize him of the firft piftol he -AalJ hea^ . 
fired. He feould not fuffer to rciaain in the 
ftrccts of the village, or in the roads through 
it, any waggons, wood, or other obftacles, 
which might binder his men from ilTuing from 
it brifkly. He muft never truft either to \ht 
dillance, or the unflcilfulnefs of the enemy; 
and muft keep himfclf, as well as his whde 
detachment^ conftantly upon his guard. 

As his moft important of>je£t is t6 avoid 
being furprized, the officer muft with great 
care inftruft his patrolcs, in what they have td 
do, and muft "always obfcrve, to fend them out 
at' diflFcrent hours, left the enemy fhould be 
enabled to watcji them, or carry them off. If 
the enemy makes his appearance by day, the 
officer muft march to the aftiftance of his ad- 
vanced pofts } and if by night, he ihuft place 
fomc men towards the outlets, by which they 
are to retreat. 

If he has infantry at his poft, he fhould fta- 
tion it in the houfes neareft the ehemy, and 
ihould make it occupy all the hedges^ and the 

outlets 
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outlets of the village, as well as fach places, 
as he fhali have caufcd to be barricaded.* 

By day, the fentinels muft occupy heights, 
from whence they can dcfcry the vcdctsj 
but at night, they muft be withdrawn be- 
hind the barriers. Infantry (hould alfo be 
placed at the outlets appointed for the retreat 
of the horfe,' which it ihould barricade as 
foon as they have fallen back, to prevent the 
enemy from following them into the village. 
If this infantry is obliged to abandon its 
pofts. It ffiould retreat through the gardens, 
and yards of the pes^fants, in order to repair 
to the. parade, where it is again to join the 
cavalry. It is neceflary in fuch clrcumftances, 
that thd officer Ihould keep up the greatcft 
harmony between the foot, and the horfe; 
and cfpecially, he fhould furnifh the former 
with every, thing in abundance. 

In fuch a poiition, the rules laid down for 

• If.thfc enemy frequents the ground, which hif patrole* 
ihould go OYtr, and if he has light infantry it his pol^, he 
muft fend fome of it with them,; it ihould be left at ra. 
vines, or defiles ; and on the return of the patroles to fuch 
fydtiy it diould march back to its poft with thcm.-^Lindenau. 

advanced 



Digitized by VjjOOQIC " 



C 82 ] 

advanced guards, and patroles, mufl: be care* 
fully adhered to.* 

If a field ofEcer is ordered to occupy a pod 
of this nature with a more conlidcrable de- 
tachment, he mufl; take the precautions^ eji; 
joined above, before he occupies it. 

If upon his firft reconnoitcring he finds his 
pofition dangerous, he will merely place his 
advanced pods behind^ the village, and will 
bimfelf remain on the hither fide of it, fo as to 
bave it in his front. He will then take all the 
neceffary means to avoid being furprized, and 
wUl tranfmit information to his general of the 
danger, which attends occupying the village 
in queftion. Whatever orders be may have 
received, he mud never rifk the cftablifhing 
himfelf in it, unlefs he is pofitively fure, that 
he can have a quarter of an hour's notice, be* 
fore the arrival of the enemy. He can fcarcely 

• Patrolc* fent out before brcali: of day, or in the even- 
ing, from a quarter in which part of the army is cantoitedy 
when they are two or three miles beyond the advanced poftt, 
moft fend off a report, if they have feen nothing of the enemy. 
If no nreport arrives, the advanced poft will conclude^ that 
the patrole has been cut off, will fend out a few men to re- 
CODnoitre, and give notice to the quarter of their fufpicions* 

LinJenau. 

have 
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have fuch a certainty, unlcfe all the ways 
leading to his poft arc defiles capable of being 
guarded by a few men : — He mull then have 
all thofe avenues occupied by finall detach- 
ments, fupported by a picket of greater 
ftrengthj which may be able to affift them in 
cafe of need. Suppofing the horfes to be 
then placed in the village, they muft be fta* 
tioned in bams, that they may be brought 
out of them with greater eafe. 

The guards muft be ftronger during tbo 
night ; and half the detachment mull be out 
on the fide, on which the enemy is, to prevent 
his approach.* 

The pofts muft not be multiplied needle&Iy 
during the day; all precautions however 
necefiary for fccurity muft be obferved* 
When you have no infantry, parties on foot 
muft be pofted in fuch places, as it would 
have occupied; but they fliould be fmall ones, 
and (hould have their horfes faftened at band 



' During the night, an orderly man of each fquadron muft 
remain in, or near his captain's quarters^ to give him notice, 
if he hears any firing at a diftance. 

K. o/Fs, Injlru3ms» 
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to thera, that they may be able to join the 
main body, whcn'forccd to abaYidon the points 
they were ordered to defend.* 

The advanced guards fhould make their 
retreat as flowly as poflible, to give the main 
body time tq mount; this body fhould pro- 
ceed rapidly, but with order, to fome fpot 
aiSgned to it, and on which it can manoeuvre* 
It is the bufinefs of each officer, commanding 
a fquadron, to lead it to that fpQt> after having 
formed it on its parade, which- he fhall have 
previoufly pointed out to it. The fmall par-' 
ties, which were ordered to bold out for a 
long time in different points, then rally at the 
advanced pofts', and form the rear guard* It 
is when the enemy, after having gone through 
the village, begins, to ifTue from it, that you 
muft fall upon bim^ this however is in the 
fuppofition, that you run no rifk of being 
turned, as then, a retreat is all that remains 

• In the night, on hearing a muflcet fired, the picket 'muft 
march^ out of the village, and the trumpet found to Horfe, 
^ iif>on which the whok muft aflfemble upon the parade : one or- 
derly trunnpet muft attend the commander in chief, and the 
reft remain with their relpeflive captains. ' . 

K.of?'5.tnftru3ions. 

for 
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for you to rcTprt to« la villages capable of 
being turned on all (ides, nothing can be 
done but to fall back at night into the open 
country, leaving them in your fronts and tq 
be on horfcback at the dawn of day. 
' If you have infantry at your pofl:, and arc 
careful to place it In tbofe points, in which it 
will be eafied for it to Hop the enemy^ a part 
(5f your huflars may be allowed to unfaddlp 
their horfes, and reft themfelves during the 
day time. But in this cafe, fhoutd you be 
attacked, you muft form expedidoufly in fome 
point, from whence you may have it in your 
power to fupport that infantry.* 

If a fuperipr force compels yoti to a retreat^ 
you muft make it with flovirnefs fuffigient to 
give the troops, which fupport ycu, the time 
to Form. 

.!» inwintflTf HioqM dicre be laorafietiMit fwffiticiitljf frttea 
ortc to bear the huflarSf but which sre paCablefor the tiieiny*^ 
fttot* frequent patroles of infantry muft be fent out in the 
Bightf U hng Utfae froll cootittutt. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



f- 



OtL Alarm Pofts. i 

JLT is indirpcnfably ncccflary, ihzX the officer 
fhouid go attentively through, and round the 
whole village, and obferve, whether it is in- 
terfered, or not, and whether the ground^ on 
which it (lands, is iiat, or hilly, that he may 
be enabled to make a proper choice of an 
alarm pod j in fclecling it, he nauft confider 
whether l\is party is to affemblc upon it by 
night, or by day, and what fort of troops, and 
in what numbers, are to form upon it. 
Thofe dcftined for the horie fliould always be 
behind the village, or on that fide of it, on 
which he is poflrcd, and from which affiftancc 
IS to come ; for the^ enemy, in advancing 
brifkly, would infallibly difperfe them, if they 
came out of the village one by ctoc. Thofc 
Tor the foot, (Ifould be chofen, during the 
day time, in front of the village, on the fide 
on whkhthe adyanced guards are polled. 

If the country is flat, To that the enemy can 
enter the village on every fide, it is equally 
neceiTary to choof&an alarm pod behind it ; 

and 
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zni the men muft be kept awake the whole 
of the night. From this poll the officer muft 
fend out frequent patrolcs to cnfurc his fafcty. 

The officer, or.noncommiffioned officer, 
at the advanced guard, muft know where this 
pod is, that he may find it, when he has any 
report to makje in the night time, and that he 
may join the main body^ if he happens to be 
attacked, or 4iriven back. 

If the coui^lf y i$ interfered, the alarm poft 
for both night. and day muft be chofen behind 
ibme defile fo fituated, that the enemy muft 
neceflarily pafs through it, a^ it is eafy to de- 
fend fuch a poft with a few men againft a 
great number. . It is always d grievous fault 
(o place yourfelf in front pf a defile. 

Jf there is an alert, in the night, the detach- 
ment will aflemble expeditiously behind the 
village, on the fpot ailigned for the parade, 
the fituation of which muft be clearly ex- 
plained to the foldiers, and to the officers; 
the latter muft be the firft to repair thitheri 
to get their men intq order. 



^iJ 2 CHAP. 
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' On PatrokSy and Parties yfint on Difeoyery, 

X HE ofiker commanding pat roleis, or par4 
ticf fent to gain intelligence, will take all t^^ 
precautions enjoined to the prmte holTarSi 
and n^n-cotnml0]oned oflScers. . 

Should it b^ nccelfery to gain poiE*ffion» of 
It height, occupied by a fmall number of the 
enemy, he ftould draw near It, at 6r(l, with 
the greateft fecrecy imaginable, and then 
ihould afeend it rapidly, to drive the enemy 
off it. As foon as, he has difcovepsd what 
be wanted to learn, he muft retreat. In fueh 
circumftances, he may leave fome of bis woril 
mounted men, if poflible, upon light grey 
horfes, at the entrance of a fmali Wood, or of 
fome village, through which be muft pafs ift 
his retreat. Should be have a trumpet with 
him, he may alfo leave him in bis rear; with 
cnc^ or two men. Wheh thefe men fee \\\t 
patrole purfued by the foe^ they muft* ibevir 
thcmfelves in different places, and the trum- 
pet muft blow. When in this cafe you wifti 

the 
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%\)j: ^ncmy to fuppofc your force to be (Irong^. 
cr, than it really is^ your cavalry (hoiild b^ 
drawn ^p in one rank^ having the two filet 
OJU each flank covered. When infantry bap* 
pens to be upon the (kirts of a wood, it may 
alfo be drawn up in one rank ; or if you have 
^ hill before you, the nicn'* bcad$,.and muf- 
kets, (bouid alone be left in fight ; but in fuch 
a cafe^ you mud be fure, that you will bav^ 
it in your power to change your difpofition, 
before you are attacked. If the enemy ha$ 
recourfe to a fimilar ftratagenii when oppofe4 
to a detachmentj and the officer commanding 
it wiflxcs to know, to a certainty, whether the 
force, thus difplayed, is real, or ;ipparent, he 
may order an attack to be made by his beft 
mounted men. He may reft aflured, that if 
it is a ftratagem, the enemy will quickly alter 
bis difpoiition. 

You may alfo, when purfucd by the enemy^ 
deftroy the bridges, or block up 1 with wag-* 
gons the entrance of the villages, 'which you 
ihall have pafled through* In thefe opera* 
lions, the beft mounted men (hould be cni*- 
ployedf and when they have completed tbemj, ' 

they 
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they ml] rejoin the worft mounted, whori 
in the mean time you will have got forward. 

If the detachment isto return by the fame 
toad, which it. went, the' officer fhould leave 
a man, or two, at the defiles, and the paffages 
of bridges, with orders to difcharge * his car- 
bine, if the cntemy gets poffcffion of thtem 
with a view to cut off his retreat^ and then 
to fall back briikly upon the detachment. 
This muft be done alfo, when you make pa- 
troles towards the enemy alotig a river; you 
fhould place a man, or two, at all the bridges, 
and fords, or paffagesj that they may apprize 
you, if the retreat is cut oflF, fo that yoti may 
take another road. 

Should'tbe officer be obliged to reconnoitre 
an enemy's camp, he muft endeavour to dif* 
covcr its pofition, and on .what direfiions 
there arc rivers, and whether there arc 
fwamps, woods, mountains, or villages near 
near thofe rivers ; and he muft try to^ learn, 
ttpon how many lines the enemy is encamped ; 
what is the extent of his front; where the 
kead quarters arc ' fituated ; where the com- 
miflariat, and artillery waggons are j whether 

the 
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the catnpis intrehthcd, or not ; wliat villages 
there are in the front, and upon the flanks of 
tihr camp; whether the enemy has advanced 
pofts^ of what troops they are compofed, and 
. where they are placed ; what are the pro« 
duStons of the countfy ; and the nature, and 
quantity of the articles, which the towns and 
villages furni(h to the enemy, and to what fpot 
ihey fend them. 

: If the officer, ordered upon difcovepy, is 
obliged to go to a diftance, he muft furnilk 
himfelf with proviiions and forage for fome 
days, that he may not be under the neceffitf 
of entering the villages to procure them. If 
bowever, hq (hould be farced to fend a party 
upon tbi^ errand, he muft endeavour to con-^ 
trive. that it. fhall be at night. He muft 
order them not to flop atiy time,, and to 
pay fcrupuloufly for every thing. If the 
officer comipands, in the night time, the 
advance gqard of a- ftronger detaci^ment than 
his own, be mW follow all the precautions. ca- 
jpii^^d in the inftruSiOTS to non-commilEoned 
officers* He will alfo take care to leave a 
-man^ whcrev}:r the roads, crpfseach other, 
. ": :. ..•.,'..' that 
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that tliofe^ who come after htm, miy take the 
bmeroad* 

If> ki the night) you are ohiigcd to march 
near the enemy's pofts^ or to paHi before them^ 
yoti fhould at intervals cover the Ssmki 
trhkb 18 expofed) with fmall parties each of 
Sf or 6 men, which may check the etiemy's 
approach* If the officer, who is ordered upon 
a pa(roIe, has markfrnen^ or infantry In hit 
detachment, he will make the foltowiiig dif- 
poiirion, a0 loon as he draws ttear a wood^ 
he v/ill only leave a corporal and a few haffars 
in his fronf { be will then order his infantry to 
march) and then his cavalry ; the flanking pa^ 
ivolt^y the advanced) and ^ rear guard will 
be dF fdot \ and he wil! place a cbrporal and t. 
few hu^ars in the rear of the Whole^ as wal 
done in the front. 

At night, he will march in the order enh 
joined above} and by day, the cavalry, 
wherever it is poffiblC) will mttrch in tht 
open groondS) and the infantry aldng hedge! 
and through villages^ atid fuch places as afford 
the moft cover, if you are attacked in th^ 
night) the horfo muft faU back behind tkP 
foot) which) when it has repulfed the foe by its 

fire. 
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fire^fhotild open for the hprfe to pafs through 
itiand purfuc. 

Tbefe two kinds of troops will aflford each 
other mutual fupport^ when care is taken ta 
]|iake ufe of them, each on that (ort of ground^^ 
to which it h adapted. For inftance^ if infan^ 
try is pofted in the villages and at the defiles^ 
through which^ your retreat is to be madC| it 
will render it perfcdly fccure, 
, If the officer, tp whom a commiffioh of this 
bature is intrp^fted, has with him infantry, ca^ 
valry, and huffars, he ihouid make the latter 
march at lead a mile a head of the reft, and 
Ihould employ them in reconnoitering on .every 
fide; and be ihould fupport them with the 
cavalry^ if it be needfuL 

If you have no plain, or open Country in 
your front, in which the cavalry may be placedf 
it mud: be left within reach of fome wood, oc 
l^cfilet where it may fupport the infantry in 
the retreat. 

If the whole diftancey you have to go, is in 
an open country, you muft not take the infan- 
try with you for more than a mile and a half; 
for flioald il go farther, it .would not have 
* . . O cartridges 
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(fartridgcs enough to defend itfclf during ttie 
whole time, of its retreat, if compelled to 
ihakc one, and would confcquently run the 
rifle of being taken. But if there is nothing 
btit defiles, and woods, cavalry is abfolutely 
ttfelefs. If, after you have gone five or fix 
miles, you defcry the enemy, and there is ftiH 
a wood, or a defile, which you muft ncceflSi- 
rily pafs through, in order to get near him, 
you muft then make the infantry come on, 
and order the cavalry to remain in the open 
country. If you find there is a Ajpcrior force 
in the defile, which obliges the infantry to re* 
tire, you inuft cover its retreat, by charging 
vigoroufly with the cavalry every thing, that 
attempts to jiTue from the wo<»d, or deJUe ; m 
the mean time, the infentry wi)l be gaining 
ground; and, when your horfe is compelled 
to retreat, it muft do it in the bcft order pof* 
fible, and muft always rally undet cover %^ 
the fire of the infantry.* 
K yott have an extenfivc phtin to pa& ovcr^ 

and not before it. 

and 
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and the enemy fuccecds in fepariting you from 

your infantryi it is to be fuppofed^ that it hat 

found means to retreat, cither along the 

hedges, or through the thickets; and you 

iftuft clear yofir way with the huflkrt, raUy 

behind the ntzrtfi defile, and there wait for 

the Infantry. In thefe cafes, a part of your 

men muft charge the enemy^ whilft the reft. 

paiTes the defile briikly; thofe, who pafs it 

the HvQ:^ muft form at about a hundred paces 

beyond it, facing towards it, and muft place a 

few men to the rights and to the left, to flairk 

the enemy ; the party," who charged him oo 

the other fide of the defile, then joins that^ 

whofc paffagc through it facilitated. Whether 

you pafs through the defile when advancing, 

or retreating, you muft obferve, never to fuf* 

fer the whole of your party to be in the a& of 

paiSng it in the fame time.* 

In 

* If you fall in with a fuperior force, it it often more 
advifable to ftand your ground^ than to make a precipitatt 
retreat* 

Extend your line by ordering the rear rank to double* and 

form upon one wing i the other muft touch upon fome wood, 

or incMurv, fo that its extremity may not appear; and 

O % between 
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f 
In croflTing bridges in your retreat; you wiU 

follow the precept^ laid down for paffing 

through defiles. 

between each ciiviliQ^ of mfkntry, in«rch a coi)p(e of hiirre«j| 

which will appear to draw your field pieces. 

The cavalry muft form in rank entire, with a touple of 

iile^ two deep on each wing. A part of yqnr infantry muft 

be detached to fecure the neareft defil? in your I'ear ; x\\t re^ 

muft file off gradually, quickening its pace when out of 

ijglit of the enemy j when they have had fuilicient time . to 

J reach the defile, y^our cavalry may retreat at expcditionfly ai' 

they pleale. . 

K. of ?'/ Infiru^ionj^ 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER Vr, 

On furlern Detachments. 

X HE objca of forlorn deta^iiincnls is to 
obtaia intelligence of the enemy, or to carry 
off fomptbing belonging to him, either by 
getting upon his flanks, or by flipping betweea 
his poflis. 

The officer, who comms^nds fuqh a party, 
fhould be perfe&Iy wel^ acquainted with the 
country, and know the enemy's pofition prc- 
cifely. ' 

; The party ihould be compofcd of trufl:y, 
and intelligent men, fome of whom fhould be 
difguilcd, that they may with greater cafe be 
fent upon difcovery. 

He muft always march by night, and with 
the precautions enjoiped to patroles in that 
cafe. 

If obliged to make ufe of guides, he muft 
invariably take two ; and it is extremely ad- 
vantageous to have fpics. 

He, firfl: of all, fends forward 4^ or J men,! 
iod a guide^ under a noncommiflioned offi- 
cer^ 
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ccr, who is to obfervc, with precifioo, CTcry 
thffvg that pdfl^s Within reach of him ; to ap- 
prize the officer of it ; and, as much as-poiE* 
lie, to avoid fuScring hknfeif to be difco* 
Tcrcd.* The detachment follows this non* 
COfiin))flioned officer $ and between than 
.&Mld be n^en^t, marching at imervak> if rev 
quired. The greateft care mud b^ taken tm 
keep the ineti awake, and to binder tbem from 
talking, or making a noife. 

Towards evening, fpies, or foldiers in dif* 
guiie, miift be fern to learn of. the countrjr 
fectplft the portion of the enemy $ but tkcy 
sand be careful to go a round-about way. 

By day,< the officer muft fend fome of his 
men to climb up into trees ^^and by night, he 
mud, msdce fome of them lay down amongft. 
farze^ or fern, or whatevef corer there ks^ 

. ^ Wiien ht U itx dingec of bemg obCtrfti Iff tianenenljr, 
ie lauft retreat filently | and the whole party will then fiit oflT 
to the riglit and lefc> and let the enemy pafs. 

f TheCe men are to hsh^ Rrl8t oflden not to chaltrag^^ 
w^tt the advanced non-cosimifl^ned ofikttr (ends any one 
ff kk a report to hi^ officer. 

A:party 
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A party Klx this, fliould be lumifh^ will 
provifions, and forage, for two days. Tlw 
oficec AoiiM have his borfes baited every, fix 
^r.fiine mifos, btit only in bye places^ and adF*« 
(er he has pofted fentinets, who can foe what^ 
ever is going on to a great ^tftance. if tba 
officer \% obIige4 to l^d to a Tillage for fo^ 
rage, ho will detach a non^commiffioiied oS« 
cer, and i or 3 buflars^ thither in 4ifgtule. 
When they have colIeAed all that they want, 
they mad pay for what provifions they bam 
tod, and givt a receipt for the fora^ ; the 
lion-cemmiffioned officer will then have every 
thing conveyed to fome 6ut»of>4fae«way ^ot* 
and feiu) bsrck thofe, whom be hag employed 
in the carriage. This muft always be done 
towards the evening* As foon as they are 
gone, the non commilSoned officer will have 
his horfes loaded wifth forage, and 2^>pri0e bis 
officer, who wiH keep upon his gujkrd, whitft 
be has the remahider carried off. This nrnft 
be done In fuch oianner, as not to enable the 
enemy to difcover where tho p^rty is. ^ 

If the non-eommiffioned officer is attacked 
whilft be is getting the forage tcigether, he^ 
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ttuft retreat by round*about ways, and tike 
what forage 18 already loaded with him. 

The officer^ at the head of fuch a party^ 
ihould know with preciflbn, in what (pace of 
time, and by what roads,* the enemy <^an get 
at him. He (hould alfo calculate the time^ 
which he would require to go to any certain 
point ; and he (hould never ftop in a village^ 
A compafs, and a watch, are extremely necef- 
iary for an oflElcer, to whom a'cOmmi(Eon of 
this nature is confided. 

As foon as he is difcovered by the enemyj 
if be perceires that be cannot execute the or* 
ders he is entrufted with, 'by main force, be 
muft make a fpeedy retreat ; this he maft 
equally do, ihould he have been able to exe- 
cute them* If the party is attacked by fupe? 
rior numbers he muft retreat towards woodsi 
and fuch places, as are moft impradicable. If 
the enemy occupies all the outlets, he may 
remain concealed, for fome days, in a fore(V| 
as the enemy may then imagine,, that he has 
made his efcape, and may abandon his pofir 
tion. Laftly, and in the cafe of an abfo- 
lute nece(&ty, wh<tn no other feafible re* 
fource remains, he may order. his party to 

difpcrfc. 
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difperfe, after having pointed out to tbem 
fome place, at which they are to re*aflemblet 
and to which he mud be fare, that there is aa 
outlet. 

. CHAPTER VII. 

Oh tie ConJuSi to h held bj an Officer fent out 
to make Prifoners. 

X HE of&cer will inarch with the fame pre- 
cautiiMiSj as thofe enjoined topatroles; he mud 
pay the mufl: unremitting attention to keep 
his detaehaient out of fight ; and he ihould 
alone, .and on foot, afcend fuch hills, or 
heights, as are bell adapted to his views ; and, 
unle& the groi^ad is inclofed with hedges, in 
fuch a difguife as will hinder his being knowq, 
and make him to be taken for a countryman. 
He Ihould choofe fuch a pofition, as will not 
oblige him to guard himiiblf by vedets, who 
would neceflarily cau& him to be found out, 
and yet be fuch, that he might fee from it all 
that pafles in his neighbourhood, and to a 
great diftance. If he perceives a body of the 
enemy, not much ftroi]^«r than his own, or 
P patrolcs, 
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patrolcs, or flying parties, he muft kt them 
come fjifEciently near to enable him, by at* 
tacking them briftJy, to take fome of them 
prifoners ; but» if he is perfuaded, that he has 
remained wholly undifcovcred by them, he 
muft fuffer them to advance quite up to him, 
that he may furround them with the greater 
facility* He muft lay in a good ftock of pa*- 
tience, and not let himfelf be wearied out 
with waiting, left, through too great precipi- 
tation, he fliould m\b his objed. If he fees 
pec^le coming towards him from tbe\]aarter, 
in which the enemy is, inftead of rcconnoit^r- 
ing them in the ufual manner, he muft'fend 
out one man only, to meet and interrogate 
them ; this man muft approach them by round* 
about ways, and (hould be mafter of the lan- 
guage of the country, and by difguifing him- 
felf, if neceflary, be able to pafs himfelf off 
as a friend. ' 

In the night, the officer will take all the 
precautions enjoined to patroles; he muft 
watch the enc;my's advanced guards, with a 
view to attempt the carrying oflF fome of their 
patroles. If this fails, he muft endeavour to 
ileal as near as poffible to their pofts. He 

may^ 
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may even, if requifitc^ fend one or two of 
his people as far as their yedets^ with orders 
to declare tbemiiblves deferters, that he may 
be enabled to approach them with greater fo« 
curity Mrhild they are bufied in aiking the 
ufual queftioDS. His men ought to be at this 
time wtU cbllefted together; and as foon as 
he is difcovered, he muft charge as briikly as 
poffible, and is fare of obtaining his' end. As 
foon as he has made himfclf mafter of fome 
prifoners, he mud retreat with .the greateft 
rapidity, as he has carried his point. As foon 
as he thinks himfclf out of danger, he muft 
try to obtain what information is neceflfary ; 
and (hould promife the prifoncr, whom he 
queftions, his liberty, if be teils truth, but 
threaten, that he fhall have his brains blown 
put, if be endeavours to de$:eive h\tt\. He 
muft not give implicit credit to what he 
fays, but muft ftrive however to diftinguiOi 
what is true, from what is falfc. As his 
bbjeft is to bring back prifoners, if be has 
taken fuch a number as to caufe him to 
apprehend, that he cannot carry them all off 
with iafety to the body, from whence he is 
detached, be may fend off before bim, under 
Pa a guard 
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a guard compofed of fome of his beft mounted 
hufiarsy thofe, from whom he imagines the 
moft pofitivc information can be drawn. In 
thofc cafes, in which it is palpably clear, that 
he cannot carry oflFthe remainder of the pri- 
foners, he fliould offer to the officers to fet 
them free upon their parole ; but previous to 
their being releafed, he fhould take engage- 
ments from thcmj figned by each of them, 
and one bcfides from the fenior officer of their 
party, drawn up as a certificate of the number 
of men, whom he fhall have fet at liberty with 
them, in order to fecure their being ex* 
changed againft an equal number of prifoners 
of the army, to which he belongs. In no, 
cafe fhould he leave cither officers, or men, 
their horfes; he fh6uld rather have, them 
killed, if the carrying ihem off is imprafticable. 

If the offilcers make any difficulty about 
fubmitting to the above mentioned conditions^ 
they may then be treated more harfhly, and . 
even be threatened to be put to death, fliould 
' the party be attacked. 

When an officer is to march upon an expe* 
dition of this nature, he fhould take with him 
the moflE trufty tneti j and as it frequently 

happens, 
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happens, . that the dread of loling hts tnoney 
renders the bravcft foldier a coward, it is 
advifeable, if he fufpcSs, that any man going 
iipon his detachment has a good deal of 
money about hirp, to'induec him before he. 
fcts out, to leave it in the hands of the pay- 
mafter of the regiment, who muft give him a 
Teceipt for it in due form. 

The officer who is ordered to make pri- 
foners, Should alfo, if rcquifite, make ufe of 
the means, which will be pointed out in the 
following chapter. 



CHAPTER VIII. 
On Ambufcades. 

JL HERE is no' country which does not offer 
places, in which ambtifcades may be formed. 
Ravines, quarries, or pits from which it is eafy 
to get out, the fcaft rifing ground, woods,- 
hcdges, ruined houfes, vineyards; Indian com, 
hop grounds, morafles covered with reeds, in- 
deed every thing offers refources to him, who 
knows bow to take advantage of them. 

The 
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The ofEccr^ who wilhcs to place his party 
in ambuQij, rauft be careful to conceal his de- 
fign with the greatcft fecrccy, and to make a 
^ood choice of his ground : — He muft repair 
to it in the night, or at the dawn of day, only; 
aqd before he occupies it, he muft remember 
to have it reconnoitred, left he fhould himfelf 
fall into, an ambufca^e. 

When he comes near the place, where he 
means to take poft, if in going thither he has 
followed a high road where he may have been 
difcovered, he will draw up a fmall party with 
a front equal to that, which his whole party 
prefcnted, and will order it to continue to ad- 
vance along the fame road ; when this party 
has marched about a mile, or a mile and a half, 
it muft di(perfe> and rejoin the remainder of 
the detachment by circuitous ways. This par^ 
ty is fent forwards in order to draw the enemy 
into the ambuTcade; and it is a neceflary pre* 
caution, in order to hinder him from judging 
by the track of the detachment^, where it lays 
in ambulh. If you pafs through meadows, you 
, may order fome of the men in the rear of the 
detachment, to drag boughs of trees after 
them, to efface the prints of the horfes feet. 

When 
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When the officer has polled himfelf, he 
muft take care to conceal himfdf in fuch a 
manner, as to hinder his being difcovcrcd by 
any means. If he is in a wood, he will by 
day place his fentincls upon trees ; and if on 
a plain, he muft place them upon the riling 
grounds neareft at hand to his party, in order 
to inform himfelf well of whatever takes place* 
The fentincU upon the rifing grounds, muft 
lay down with their faces to the earth. In 
the night, he muft refort to all the precautions 
which his experience and underiianding fug- 
geft. 

During day time, the whole party muft have 
their horfes bridled, and be always ready to 
mount« The officer muft have the roll of his 
men frequently called* left any one flaould 
flip away, to carry intelligence to the enemy 5 
ihould this happen, he muft immediately re- 
treat, or change his pofition. 

The officer muft take care not to put him- 
felf in motion 'too foon. He muft watch his 
time ^cll, efpccially if the buiinefs is concerted 
with a view to draw the enemy into the am- 
bufcade« / 

If any of the enemy, or country people, 

come 
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come up to a party in ambufli, the officer muff: 
keep them clofe to him, and be very attentive 
not to allow any of them to efcape in the 
night* He muft enforce the deepcft filcnce, 
and the mod pcrfefl: ftiJlnefs amongft Bjs men. 
No one muft make the lead noife, and» ftill 
lefs, any fire. Some of his fentinels muft 
lay \7ith their faces. to the ground, and with 
their cars clofe to the earth, that they may 
hear to the greater iiiftance. He muft relieve 
the outpofts oftencr than^ufual, on account <rf 
the fatigue and conftraint the fentinds fuffer.' 

If the officer fliouid have rcafon to fufpeft, 
that the enemy knows of his pofition, he 
ihould change it inftantly,or retreat altogether. 

When an officer has formed an ambufcade, 
there arc many means he may employ to draw 
the enemy into it ; for inftance, he may fend 
on towards him fome of bis brareft and be(t 
mounted men, under a non-commiffioned offi- 
cer, whbfe orders fhould be^ to advance flowly, 
fo as to htifband his horfes ; if he meets wag- 
gons, he muft make it appear, as if be wifhed 
to take them,^or he will have fome brought off 
to him, from the neareft villages ; if this does 
not determine the enemy, he may feigo an at- 

^ tempt 
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tempt at difco^rldgbis polltion, and even at^ 
tack bis advanced guard i if he fucceeds in. 
litttting him in mpcipnj be mu^tjcetc^at^ but 
mfacb a^maftner, as to draw the eneipy on to. 
be clofe at bis heels ; be may alfo leave fome 
men ia the rear of bis party, who ihould feign 
being wounded, and unable to foUow the 
otbec8;.if the enemy comes near him, hemuft. 
halt, as if .with a view of fuccouring tbem> but 
locally with that of luring him on more ei&dtu*. 
ally* When at length the enemy has nearly 
caught him, and has been drawn on as far ts . 
needfiary, and the reft of the detachment k 
coAe up^ the officer will order him tp. face 
about, and will charge the enemy on all fides 
at the fame inftant* 

If the officer has a ftronger party, than has 
juft.beei;! fuppofed, he may, have recourfe to 
the foilowing plan, to draw the enemy into- 
an ambiifcade : be , ibould , fend forwards an- 
officer with forty or fifty men^ into fome vil-. 
hge near the enemy, whilft he himfelf Ihould 
march upon the Banks of this fmall party^ with 
Ac whole remaining force, and as near at 
hand to it as poffible. The officer at the bead of 
the detached party ihould immediately occupy 
• '. > CL the 



Digitized by VjjOOQIC 



C HO ] 

the Tillage, place his pods as ufoal, and make 
bis men difcnounr, but without quitting their 
borfea ) he will then cdled together the bead 
men of the village, and the peafants, and or^ 
der them to furnifli and carry ofiF a quantity of 
forage ; he mufl: ftriAly forbid, under the fc- 
Toreft punifliments, any of the pealants going 
out of the Tillage } be may alio fend fome of 
them to the neighbouring villages, with requi« 
fitiona for forage, eommanding them, (hpuld 
the enem/have imeUigence of his detaqh* 
ment, to ftate it to be much ftrooger than it 
really is* Thefe meflfengers being difpatched,. 
be muft have as much forage as poffibk carried 
oK His Tcdets fiiould be in front of the tU* 
lage, and himfelf and the reft of his party be^ 
bind it. Tbc enemy, whom the peafants will 
be fare to apjMrtse, will not fail to attack himfi 
upon this, be fliouki retreat witb bis waggons, 
which he will endeaToitr to keep, until be has 
drawn bis purfoers into the ambufli. He nu(k 
then face about, and attack tbf unfn^pediqf 
cneiqy with the greateft briikne^ at the fame 
moment with the mam parly, which will have 
kept in ambufli. 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IX. 

On the EJcorting a Convoy. 

The cfcort being affigncd to the ttHMCff 
for its proteflion, and to condutt it in fafcty t# 
its deftination^ the only objcft of the officer 
trfao commands it, fhould be to cover it, to 
ivotd 6ghtiiig as much as poffible, and not 
to do it but when compelled, and then with y\^ 
gour ; and whatever advantage he may in that 
event obtati) over the enemy, he muft ftot pur- 
foe him, but on the contrary, continue hit 
DDareh, as foon as he c^n do it without dan*' 
ger. The officer, to whom fuch a commiiSoii 
is cofifided, muft negle£l no means of beiti|f 
apprfzed of the enemy's motions s and in thai 
fietr wilt pu(b forwards bis patrolet upM all^ 
Ae roads, by which he might come upon him; 
tnd. upon all the heights, from whence be 
inlght fee him. He muft never divide the 
elcort into fmall parties, but muft fcNrm it into 
ifeveral bocfiet, according to his natiibcrsj 
iMdd^g each aa ftrong as poffible. H« wW 
f^ce one at the head, another in the rear^ and 
0^2 ^ the 
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the others on the flanks of the convoy, fo that 
they may be able to fuccour each other, and 
join in one body, if requifite. He will make 
'the waggons and carts advance with the mofl: 
extended front, that the ground will allow of, 
aad will give, a particular charge to thpfe offi-** 
cers, ai:;dnoii-commi0ioned officers, whom be 
fliall have appointed to that duty, to. fee that 
the waggons keep always clofe together^ and, jo^ 
good order;- he muft iav;*riably obferve to 
place the word teams at ch^ liead.pf the CQXk^ 
yoy. . : ., . 

. If the convoy is, to pafe through ,a dcfile,fc 
0r a ,|iollow. way, the cot^manding oiHcei^ 
muft fend detachments of. infantry tOr occupy, 
the head: of it,; and the heights which lay along 
i^;.whiUt tbi$ is doij)g, he mud, have the 
waggons drawn up in the moft extended frpnt 
yrhich .^he defile will .permit, and will forn^ 
the efcort in order of battle to cover them ; 
taking care, if it is on his rear, that he has. 
the moft to fear, to place the greater part of 
his foot on the hither lide of the defile> to 
cover the paffage of it j if it is in the diredlion 
10 which he is marching, that the -enemy will 
$nd it eafieft to attack bim^ he muft Xend the; 
. . . cfcort 
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cfcort to. the furthcft fide ^ of the defile, to 
protefl: the convoy, whilft liTuing from it. As 
fooh-aS the whole has. paffed it, he will rcfumc 
iis march; and the troops. forming the cfcort 
will again, fake their original ftations. The 
commanding officer IhouW exert himfelf to 
the utmoft, to hinder the enemy from ap^ 
proaching near enough to oblige. him to fuf- 
pcnd.his progrefs* 

If, however, the enemy's fuperiority is fuch, 
MtoTyrevcnt his continuing his march without, 
xlanger,' he muft. order all the carriages to be 
halted, ^md foi^med into a park, in fucb place 
as he d€bms moft advantageous, and in which 
iie iniift remain,, until he has , copipelled the 
enemy to retreat by his vigorous defence, or 
until he has received affiftance* The way of 
forming thexarriages of a convoy, into a park, 
is to arraiige them in a fquare, within which, 
the horfcs, which arc taken off, are placed. 

When, for.wapt of room, it is impoffiblc to 
form a park of the waggons, they mufl: at 
leaft be made to. double up, fo as to diminifb 
the length of the column* 

In cither cafe, if you havein&ntry, you muft 
place a part of it behind the waggons, which, 

fcjving 
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fenrii^ 88 a parapet, give it a great advantage 
over the foe. 

If> in the moment at which the elbort if 
bafd prefled bj the enenif, or the convoy it 
in a defile, any of the waggons break down, 
the bads of them muft be expeditioufly divid* 
cd amongft the others. The broken waggons 
mud be dragged off the road^ and the horf<» 
pat to fuch carriages as arc moft in need of^ 
them. 

When the convoy hahs, for the night, the 
commanding officer mud have the waggons 
lormed in a park on foine open, and unni« 
cumbered fpot^ and muft occupy^ 9\ntk Us 
troops, all the points and outlets^ at which hi 
can beft cover it, 

Suppofing the park of waggons to> be 
equally in fecuricy, on the hither fide. of the 
village, or nvalet, near which he means to 
pals the night, or beyond it, he fhonld fboa 
lus park beyond it, as it is always advantage- 
ims te^pafe the defile whitft afimafiy m mardr, 
and whilft the carriages are io file. Bait thin 
arrangement of convenience ibould always 
be held fobor^rate to the fifety of the 
«oiivoyr 

AH, 
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All, which has be^n hcf« ^njomed, c<Mi- 
tertts every piBcer, who commands the efeoit 
of a convoy, whatever be the number of 
troops under hid orders ; but, if he has wtth 
him only 50, 100^ or 150 horfe, he muft aft 
with re-doubled attefition and forefight« 
He (hould place a fmall number of men at 
the head, and in rear of the convoy, and have 
one, or two, on the flanks of the column, to 
make the carriages file o^, and keep in good 
order. He muft fend fome more, as fcouts, 
to thofe points, from which, whatever comes 
towards the CQnvoy, may be fccn at the 
greateft diftance ; he muft poft himfclf, with 
the reft of his detachment, in the moft ex* 
pofed place, from whence he will repair 
wherever his prcfence is called for. 

It is under circumftances o( this nature, 
that it is more effential, than in all others, 
to have the ground, which you have to go 
over, wd that, which lays on the flanks of 
your march, thoroughly explored during the 
wholeofit. 

As the officer, to whom this fcrvice is en- 

trufted, fhoold be perfcfkly acquainted with 

the country^ be flioakl know which are the 

• fpots,. 



Digitized by VjjOOQIC 



t u6 3 

\ fpots, at which the enemy could atfeiack hint 
with the greatefl, advantage, and (hould make 
before hand [all the difpofitions neceflary for 
his defence^ He mtift give to every one very 
diftind orders, as to what he. will have ,to do 
in every cafe, which can occur* 

In general, it is effential, upon whatever 
fervice an, officer is ordered in war, that he 
Ihould forefce, and combine, all the different 
means of attack, defence, retreat, &c* 



C H A P T E R X. 

On the ConduSI to be held hy an Officer^ com-^ 
^manding the Chain of a Forage^ ' 

Although the chain of a forage is 
always commanded either, by a. Field, or 
General officer, it is neccffary for an officer of 
hulTars, that l)e fhould be acquainted with 
the whole of the difpofitions, which Ihould be 
made on that fcrvice. By far the firft .of 
thefe is to calculate the extent of ground, 
which ihould be comprehended in this chain j 
this is in proportion to the fertility of the 

country^ 
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feoontry, atftl the qmmfity^ forage reqtiSr^* 
The weight offucfh a truTs, as each horfe caul 
carry, is ufealHy redconcd at shout 5 ewt.5 
cti cftimatc is to he made, how iminy fqnarc 
-yards of the ground to -be foraged it wIItc- 
•qiiire, to furnifti the wcij^t of forage vatited-; 
^th iftws cdcttlation muft %c «>mbincd that 
x>{ the mrmber of horfes, whi<ih arc to be 
tent to *be forage.-- 

When <bis -eftitniiate is maife, the grouflidy 
^hidh it is inieiided 40 furround with the 
tdhaifl> ^oiildbcreconnoiifered'; and the dif- 
fcftfit irayg -leading to k (hould be carefiilly 
'a!&ertained,^fhat €he tropps may be (laiioned 
acGorAittgly*^ thefe troopis fliouU fet off early 
«eno^h ht ^hjs chaiin to-be poft^d, and tfU 
the reconnoiterings *Gomplet€d9 before the 
arrival «lfithe>fovager8. The troops, forming 
the Kihain, ihould be fo placied, as to be m 
<figbt of leadh other, and the vedels wtthip 
fheariiig jtffeac^i'Ot'ber. 

If you have infantry, endeavor to -pOft^t 
in la^ j^aoes, as are moft fuitable to it. 

iBfsfore tbe chain is pI^ed,'the.whqIe^:oun- 

try two or thvee niiles round, 'fliould ^boire- 

connoitered, in every dircdioni by the 

R huifarsi 
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bttifars ; whilft this id doing, the remaining 
troops (hould be drawn up in order of bat^ 
tle^ on the mod advantageous fpot. 

When the reconnoitering is completed, 
the huflars mufl continue^ on the outHde of 
the ground, occupied by the chain of the 
forage; and all the. while it lafts, they muft 
make patroles in immediate fucceffio'n, one 
after the other. Their commanding officer 
will order their report to be tranfmitted to 
the officer commanding the whole of the 
forage, who, as foon as he is certain that they 
have feen nothing, will form the .chain as pre- 
fer ibed above, and will take care to keep a 
refcrvc nearly in the centre of fuch points as 
are moft expofed, that he may affift whoevJBr 
happens to be attacked. 

This precaution is the more eficntial, as the 
enemy attacks a forage at once in feveral 
places at the fame time, fo that you cannot 
draw off the troop, from any one, without 
danger. 

In a hilly, or mountainous country* the 
infantry mufl: occupy the heights, and defend 
the entrance of the narrow paffages between 

them; 
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them; it (hould alfo be pofted in the villages 
if there arc any. 

If the enemy makes one, or more attacks^ 
the (mail efcorts of each regiment muft form 
to their own center, to cover the foragers, 
inrho fhould at the fame time aflemble alfo, 
by regiments, in the center. 

If you fucceed in driving back the enemy, 
you muil have him followed, that you may 
be fure of his retreat ; and the foraging muft 
be purfued.^ If, on the contrary, the chain 
is broken, and you find yourfelf compelled 
to retreat, the foragers muft be fent off the 
firft; and the rear guard will be formed by 
the troops of the chain. 

When it happens, that the foraging has 
been cffeded without interruption, the officer 
'commanding the chain, ihould not aflemble 
the troops compofing it, till all the foragers 
are off the ground it furrounds. But, as 
each regiment, or fquadron, fhould have its 
own ground marked out, as faft as they go 
off, the chain fhould be contra£tcd, in order 
to give it more confiftency. 

As the chain of a dry forage fhould be 
R a chiefly 
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clikfly compofed of Infaiitry, what h required 
of it lays, ftriSly fpcaking, out of the line of 
an officer of light troops* 

The great obje^l 184 to prevent the people 
of the villages, which are to be foraged, frooi 
giving the enemy intelligence of your plan. 
In this view, guards inud be pofted in then) 
the: preceding evening, to hinder any perfon 
going out of them. The precautions to be 
Obfervedy in forming the chain^ are the faoio 
ai thofe in green forages. If it is poi&ble to 
have . tlie forage brought out of the barns, 
add piled in heaps at the entrance c^ the 
yills^Cj beforq the foragers arrive, this will 
greatly accelerate the bufincfet But, if this 
Is tmpra£ticable^ the number of barns, which 
St il to fbragCi will be allotted to each fqua- 
4r00ft or . regiment. As to the calculation 
refpe£kikig the trti&Sy it is ufuallj pomputed« 
that a horfc Can carry about 5 cwt. and that 
theiheave^ upon aa. average, w^gbfrom 4Q 
tQ5olbs.each, :- 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XI. : 

On the Conduct to be beld^ either in a Partial^ or 
^ General Attack. 

X HE ^rft objcft of an officer, who wiflics 
to attack the enemy, fhould be to conceal 
his force from them, and to afcertain theirs 
exactly. If it is a body of cavalry, that he is 
to combat, and nearly as ftrong as his own^ 
be.muft examine, whether the horfes are tired, 
and whether the groupd he marches on is 
good, or bad. He muft endec^vour to fall upon . 
the flank of the enemy, and to eSe^ itji muft 
divide bis men into two or three fmall bodies. 
la fliort, he muft do the utmoft to throw the 
foe into confufion, and to bring him on to 
fuch ground, as is unfavourable for bim. If 
he fuocceds m this, he muft charge fiira with 
the gr^ateft vivacity, without lofipg time in 
making prifoners, until he has put him to thp 
rout. If the enemy ihould alfa divide his 
force into fmall bodies, the officer muft eol* 
le£b the whole of his together, and charges 
them one after the other, If he perfifts in re^ 

maining 
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roaming in one body, and takes fuch a pofi- 
f ion, as cannot be turned, to attack him a-new, 
you muft wait till he marches off, and find 
means to throw him into confufion with your 
Ikrrmiflicrs, that you may then charge him 
brifkLy, and cfpecially, that you may get upon 
one of his flanks. If before the attack a fmall 
refcrve can be formed, it fliould be cntruficd 
to an intelligent non-commiflioncd ofBcer, and 
concealed behind the main body ; this refefvc 
combines the double advantage of being able 
to defend whichever of your tw6 flanks the 
enemy may endeavor to fall upon, and to re- 
pair wherever circumftances require. 

If your party* 5s tolerably ftronjg. that is to 
fay, of above 150, or 200 horfe, you muft al- 
xitraysform it upon two lines, which muft be 
kept at a diftancc of 100, or 150 paces from 
each other I behind the flanks, of the firft 
line, you muft place a fmall body on each fide, 
which may proteft them, and difperfe in pur- 
fuit of the foe, after a fuccefsful attack, 

* BefiJethit aide de camp, the comaiander muft be tt« 
tended by an order]/ i^^n from each fquadron, that in caft 
rof need> hit oide;:t may fpitad at tht fiime iltftant through 
the whole line. K. of P"s, Jnftru^iotu, 

The 
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The firfl: line (hould always attack with 
the grcateft brilkncfs. The officer, who com- 
mands the fecondy ihould pay great attention 
to all that paiTes in his front. If the enemy 
is forced to give ground^ he is not to bring 
his fceond line intoa&ion. If, on the con- 
trary, the firft line is repalfed, he muft ad- 
vance to iuccour it, either with his whole 
force, or with only fuch a portion of it a« 
may be neceifary to fupport that part which 
had given way. He muft exert himfclf efpc- 
dally in endeavoring to protcft the flanks of 
the firfc line. 

The officers, nvho command the fmali bo- 
dies, placed behind the flanks of the fccond 
line, may alio fometimes be detached to 'mo- 
Icft the enemy ; they will harrafs him by Qcif- 
milhers, who Ihould fire upon him inccflantly, 
and they will recur to every poffible means of 
throwing him into confufion. 

The officers who command the feparate 
bodies, muft in the attack' pay the grcateft 
attention^ to all general orders; and if any 
one'does not hear them, he miift regulate his 
condud upon what is doing to his right, 
and left. 

The 
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The atfhck once begun, each of ikcm muft 
charge; with all poffible vivacity, mA muft be . 
very attentive to keep his men xdoFc together 5 
he nmft never fuffcr ithcm to dSfperXe in pur- 
fuit of the enemy j but on the coftttrary, he 
muft always rally them in order to 'Chargfe 
whatfocver pircfents itfclf 4)efoPc him. If hte 
is placed upon oncidf the V9U\g& oi the Tine, 
he muft attack btifldly either with the whole, 
or 'with half of his force, iwhofocver attempts 
to fall upon the flank of it. If he is ui tfaie 
fecpndline, he muft keep .bis eye upon itbc 
body in front of him, that he may fupport 
k, ihould It appear to give ground. Even 
^fliould thofc by the fideoflhtm mxn away^ he 
mud perfifl: in charging mo lefs biifkly^ asiiis 
own broldnefs and courage can alone ^t ihim 
out of the fcrape. . When at length ihe :has 
fuccceded in pulling the enemy 'Completely 
to the Tout, he may fend off a fmall ipart of 
. hi$ force in purfuit of him .; but he; muH al- 
ways follow with the remainder in good cfr- 
der, that the others may be 2Lble to .rally to.it. 

The principles, upon which an attack 

•Ihould be made, vary acccirdiag to the .dife- 

rcnt objcfts, it may have, and of Which the 

number 
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^number is infinite. If, for inftancc, you mean 
to attack the enemy in his camp, you muft 
be quite fure, that yoiir force is fupcrior to 
his, and that you fhall furprize him, before 
he can get on horfeback. 

This fort of attack is generally made at 
break of day j the march againft the enemy 
fliould be performed id the clofeft order, and 
with th? ftriaeft filencc. The retreat fhould 
be fecured by placing infantry to guard the 
paffages, through which you are to return. 
You mufl: always proceed flowly, till you arc 
near their advanced guards ; as foon as you 
arc difcovered by them, you are to charge 
them impetuouily, that you may enter the 
camp pell-mell with them. You muft then 
cut down all yoi) meet ; cut the halters of the 
horfes ; and fet fire to the camp. The com* 
manding office^r muft forbid both pillaging 
and making prifoners, until the enemy is 

^ completely routed, and without any hope of 
ailiftance. 

As thefc operations inevitably caufe confi- 

derabk diforder, in fuch cafes, a body of 

men, drawn up in order of battle, muft be 

left at the entrance of the enemy's camp, to 

S which 
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which you iji.ay. be able to rally, and to con- 
duft prifohers^ when it is allowed to make any^ 
In fuch attacks, when it Is in your power to 
fall upon the' enemy front the rear, they are, 
in general, the nioft fuccefsfpl. 

If the enemy is apprized of an intended at- 
tack of this nature, in time to form to receive 
it, it is neceflary to coiiqeal whatever fupe- 
riprity pf force yo^ may have, and, to take all 
the advantages, which the groun'd may offet 
tp you in that point of view. You may cvea 
make difterent fquadrons clofc up together 
into one cpmpad body, in order to hinder 
their numbers being judged of by their depth* 
When come to witliin 150 paces of the ene- 
my, , you muft qndeavor to diftrafl: his atten- 
tion, by ordering your advanced guard to 
harrafs him, and (whilft this is doing) your 
main body to follow it as expeditioufly as pof- 
fible ; this main body you draw up fo as- to 
fall upon the enemy's flanks. If he has made , 
his retreat, in time enough to put it out of 
your power to come up with him, all that is 
requifite- is, that you fhould command youi 
advanced guard to follow him, with a view to 
pick up forac of thofe, who lag behind^ axid 

that 
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that you fliould fupport it. But great care 
ftiufl: be taken, when you come to woods, 
and interfered grounds, not to fail into atn- 
bufcades. If the enemy has a defile behiud 
him, and he precipitates himfcif into it, you 
muft have him purfued warmly by a part 61 
your men, fo as to prevent his rallying ; but 
mull always keep a fuffipient number together 
in good oVder, left you (hould run the fame 
rilks, that he does. If the enemy makes a 
ftand in a defile, you miift order your flankers 
to turn him to. the right, and left, left you 
fhould get yourfelf into it inconfiderately. 
You may endeavor to coUcQ: information 
from deferters, or prifpners, by queftioning 
theda as to the nature of the defile, and as to 
whatever elfe you ought to know, threatening 
them, at the fame time, to blow their brains 
out, if their accounts prove falfc. . 

If the enemy has known bow to make ufe of 
the advantages, wiiich the ground may have 
ofiered him, it would be both ufelefs and 
dangei:ous to purfue him, fhould you have 

defiles to pftfs through.* ' , 

If 

• Huflars ihouid .«l«ray8 endeavor to avoid charging heavy 

korff, or dragoons, Jn front j the.commanding oflficer (hould 

Si fend 
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If you can furprizc a detachment of ca- 
valry in a village, it is doubtlcfs a favourable 
opportunity for attacking it; but whatever 
may have been its objcfl: in porting itfclf 
there, it will naturally have rather taken its 
mcafures for being apprifed in time of defigns 
againfl: it,, than for defending itfclf there* 
You Ihould therefore, if it be poffible, place 
half of your party in ambufli on the road, 
by which the enemy is to retreat, and at- 
tack fuddenly his advanced guards, which are 
on the other fide of the village.. If you can 
enter the village pell-mell with him, he falls, 
an eafy prey to you. If you find him mounted, 
he will probkbly put himfelf in motion, with 
a view to retreat •, in this cafe,. the detachment, 
which is in ambufli, will watch the proper 
* time for charging him, and will do it fuccefs- 

fend part of hU force to fall upon their flanks ; they will pro- 
bably upon this face to the right, or left, which muft be 
his (ignal for a general charge. 

Huf&rs may eafily attack heavy cavalry, on an open 
plain, if they can fall upon one of its wings. If it aims' 
at charging them in front, they muft fall upon its flanks, 
or rear. But if its flanks are fecured, it is highly impru- 
dent to attack it at all. 

K,,gf F^uIaflru3ionu 

, • fully. 
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fully. But Ihould the enemy try to defend 
himfclf in the village, or march to the afEft- 
ance of his advanced pofts^ the detachment 
placed in his rear mud then force its way into 
the village, which will neceffarily render, ci- 
ther the retreat, or the deftruftion of the 
enemy inevitabk. Even when an ambufcadc 
cannot be formed, no rifk is run by attacking 
cavalry in a village, provided it is done boldly, 
and briikly. Night, is extremely favourable 
to attacks of this fort j but care ihould be ta« 
ken to have a piece of white jiricn put on the. 
caps, helmets, or hats of your own people, 
that you may be able diftinguifli them. A 
part of the detachment ihould always be left 
without the village to receive prifoners. With 
the remainder you ihould form an advanced 
guard, fupported by the main body, and a fmall 
refervc appointed to repair wherever the moil 
refiftance is made. The advanced guard will 
ftrivc to avoid the enemy's poils ; and as foon 
as it is difcovered, it muft fall upon him with 
the greatefl: rapidity, and muifl be followed 
by the main body. 

Some of the- mod intelligent men muft 
baften to the quarters of the commanding offi- 

X cer 
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ccr of the enemy to try to feizc him ; and 
your people muft continue to move rapidly 
through the ftrects of the village, to hinder 
the enemy from forming. 

In a bufincfs of this fort, it is very effcntial, 
and efpecially Jf the attack is made by night, 
to have a perfeS knowledge of the difpofitions 
the enemy has made, and to be acquainted 
with the ways leading to his pofts, and the 
place he ha^chofcn for his alarm poft ; becaufc 
it IS there in all probability, that he will en- 
deavour to colled his men j and becaufc it is 
of great importance to be before hand with 
him, and to hinder him from forming them. 

When th? detachment, which had (lopped 
at the entrance of the village, perceives the 
enemy to be completely routed ; it fhould de- 
tach fome men to go round to the right, and 
left, fo as to prevent thofe who may attempt to 
cfcape, from effefting their purpofe. 

It IS very requifite, that you fhould ^ive out 
fome word to your people, by which they may 
recognize each other in the night, fo as to 
avoid any poffible confufiort; it is alfo highly 
cffential to forbid all plundering whatever. 

The 
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' The attack having proved fuccefsful, the 
prilbncrs mufl: be placed under an cfcort of 
thpfe horfemen, who arc the worft mounted i 
and the retreat muft be made in good order, 
and without lofs of time ; left, for want of that 
precaution, you fliould let flip the fruits of 
your fuccefs. 

* Thofe means, which arc pointed out 
in the chapter refpe^ing ambufcades, arc 



* Attacks upon hufTars iii quarters feldoin fucceed, unkfii 
thqf ape furprired. 

You muft take peafants with you from the neighbourii^ 
viUages> to break down the hedgerj or order your ndvai^ed 
guacd l^go elofQ to their barrier, fire, and retreat, and then 
iend foioe difmounted huflart to e]ear the way for the rtd to 
enter the village, where the privates muft be cut down, and 
the officers, if poffible, feized. 

The comviandiag officer will remain near his reicrve, put 
his pnfoBfrs in the front, and march off, if he finds that tilt 
enemy experts a reinforcement. 

If the enemy occupies a village in your territories, and 
cannot be diilodged without very great difficulty, it IhouUL 
be fet on fire, to bum him out. 

Thefe attacks (hould be made in bad or hazy weather, or 
juft beftfre the day breaks 5 but never in fhe dark, left in the 
confufioifi you fliouId deftroy your own people. 
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alfo fuch as may be made rife of, with great 
advantage, in every fort of preconcerted 
attack.* 



• When the enemy is in cantonments, and an attack is to 
be made upon one of his quarters, huffars and light infantry 
will be fent to make falfe attacks, to draw off his attention 
from the real one. They muft feign all the appearances of 
being in earneft ; and if there are roads nearly in the direction 
in which they are marching, ftrong patroles of both mtift be 
ient along them ; thefe will feem to be the advanced guards of 
columns ; and muft fall upon, and drive back the enemy ^t 
reconnoitertng parties. 

They muft not endeavour to cUt off a poft 5 but, if it is a 
town, muft approach within aooo paces of it, and Aimmon 
it^in the-moft confident terms. A ftrong reconnoltering party . 
muft be fent towards it, and artillery and wagons, with 
fcating ladders brought up within s»oo paces of the weakeft 
points; a briik iire of artillery, and^ from the rangers, 
muft be kept up, to dTiw the cnemy^s troops in the neigh- 
bourhood to the fuppdrt of the poft attacked, and their ap- 
proacb muft be watched by patroles j when it is certain as 
the objedfc in view is acccmpliflied, the artillery muft b* 
lent off firft, under a guard of foot and huffars ; and the reft 
will frllpw, huffars fotming the rear guard and flanking 
prties* l^indcfUM. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

On the Attack of a Convoy. 

liV^HEN a party is. dcftined to the attack 
of a convoy, the officer who commands it, is 
to make fucb difpoiitions, as to moled the 
. enemy, and excite his apprchenfions on fcvc- 
ral points at the fame time. If his numbers 
are fuch as to allow him to hope for a favour- 
able iffuc, even when he fhall have divided 

r 

them, he (hould diftribute them in fuch man- 
ner as to fall brifkly upon the head, rear, and 
center of the convoy. If, on the other hand, 
he has not men enough to venture upon di- 
viding them, he muft bear with his whole 
ftrength upon that point in which the ground 
furnilhes him with the greateft means of ob- 
taining fuccefs ; and he will only make falfe 
attacks upon the two other points. 

The inftant, at which a convoy iffucs from 

a defile, is one of the moft favourable for at- 

. tacking it. In this cafe, you muft wait tiH 

fomc of the waggons arc clear of the defile, 

T and 
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and whilft the reft are ftill id it, for the time 
for charging it. When you cannot carry off 
the whole ofvthe-.convoy, fire muft be fct to 
the carts ; and if the horfes alfo cannot be led 
away, they muft be ham-flrung. 

If the convoy is marching on a plain, you 
muft form feveral ambufcades, and attack the 
.advanced, and rear guard at the fame time, 
and with fufEcient brifiknefs to oblige the ene-r 
piy to divide the troops in his center, and fend, 
them to th^ head, and rear of the convoy. — r 
If he commits this fault, you muft then attack 
his center, arid fpli,t the convoy in two ; for 
when it is once thrown into confuiion, the 
enemy will not eafily remedy it. 

If the convoy muft go over a brijdge, yoa 
fhould let it get upon it, before you attack it. 
When you begin to have a profpeft of fuccefs,. 
you fhould fend fome men along the fides of 
the convoy, to prevent the foldicrs, or wag-. 
goners taking off the horfes to make ufe of. 
them in their flight. . 

This fort of attack fliould be triadc with the 
grcatcft vivacity, fword in hand, or with fixed, 
bayonets, if ypu have infantry. No one muft 
flop to make prifoncrsj but muft cut down 

all 
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all thofc who bear arms* If you fucceed in 
routing the cfcort, you muft only leave fomc 
huffars. in the rear guard, and muft make the 
waggons file off as cxpeditioufly as poffible, 
and by the fhorteft road, towards the camp, 
or the neareft town in the poffeffion of your 
army. 

If the diftancc is fuch, that you cannot 
carry off thi waggons without cxpofing your- 
felf to the rift of being attacked, you muft 
cut the traces, make off with the horfes^ and 
fct fire to the waggons; 

The huffars fcnt in chitce of the ruri-aways, 
muft not purfue them above a mile and half, 
that they may be able to return in time to 
form the rear gua^d of the convoy, you have 
carried off. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

On th Attack of either a Green or Dry Forage. 

When you wilh to attack a foraging 
party, it is cffcntial to^ know the number of 
troops it Is compofed of, that you may be 
enabled to judge of the extent of the chain, 
T 2 and 
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and to make your difpofitions accordingly. In 
this cafe in particular, ambufcadcs fhould be 
recurred to -, you ihould form two or three at 
leafty fo as to have it in your power to attack 
the enemy on all fides. 

Thcfe attacks muft be made brilkly. If 
the firft you make attrafts the notice of the 
enemy, fufEcifently to induce bim to bring up 
all his forces againfl: it, you muft take advan- 
tage of that inftant/by breaking through the 
chain in fome other place. If you are fortu- 
nate enough to fucceed in, this, a part ©f your 
troops muft advance againft the foragers, fo 
as to throw them into confulion, and drive, 
them towarxls the camp. 

When the enemy is beaten/ you fhould 
follow him far enough to prevent his return^ 
ing to complete the forage; but you muft 
alfo take care not to approach too near the 
place, where he may receive affiftance, left you 
fliould cxpofe yourfelf. 

In your retreat, the horfcs and prifoners 
you have carried off*, muft march at the head 
under an efcorts the wounded, whom yoir 
muft obferve to have colleded and placed 
upon the waggons, will accompany them. 

The 
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The reft of the troops will then retreat in good 
order; and the whole will take the ihorteft 
road. 

The attgck, as ti^ell as the defence, of dry 
' forages, is more the bufmeis of the foot, than 
of the horfe; but if the latter arc employed in 
them, they muft always be mindful, as well as 
in the attack of green forages, not to let them- 
felves be difcouraged by the failure of fuccefit 
in the firft attepapts. They ought to feel 
nearly confident, that, by dint of perfevcrance, 
they will fucceed in hindering the completion 
of the forage, and confequently, that they will 
attain the obje£l they have in view. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

On the Conduct to be held by an Officer ordered /tf 
lay a Country under Contribution. 

JL HE firft thing to be done, when aeon- 
tHbution Is to be raifed upon a country^ is to 
examine its fituation. If the army, from 
which the party is detached^ covers it entirely, 
/ and ^ 
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and in fuch manner that the enemy cannot 
penetrate into it^ the commanding officer of 
the detachment will receive the general's or- 
ders as to the quantity, and nature of the ar- 
ticks to be furnifticd; as to what hoftagcs he 
is to take as fccuritiesi as to the threats he 
may have to hold out.j and what military exe- 
cution he may have to carry into efteft; thi« 
laft meafure, however, muft not be recurred 
to, unlefs the articles required are not fur- 
niihcd with punctuality. • 

Although his diftancc from the enemy frees 
him from any ^pprchcnfions, he muft obfcrve 
the precautions neccffary for his fafety. He 
muft arrange matters fo, as to make thofe 
villages which are neareft tb the enemy, be 
the laft of all to contribute, that the country 
people may not betray him. He muft fend 
out patroles, to obtain a certainty of what the 
enemy is about; whether he is quiet; or in 
motion i laftly, he will take his meafures, fo 
as to have the articles, to be fiirnifhed, dif- 
patched off quickly, if it is rcquifite. He will 
g^ve aa account of every thing to bis genera^ 
whofc orders he will execute with all the pre- 

cifioa 
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cifion^and expedition poflible. If the country, 
fae wi^es to lay undqr contribution, is not 
fo covered by his own army, as to pot it out 
of the pdwcr of the enemy to get to it^ the 
officer flioiild be thoroughly acquainted, with 
it, fa as to kno.w in what fpace of time, by 
what coad, and in what numbers the enemy 
cap reach it. He fliould alfo have a corrcA 
ftatement of all the villages, from which it is 
propofed to exad contributions. 

The officer fhould be informed of the place^ 
to which be can make his retreat, and where 
the depot is to be. He fhould try to come 
ieto the enemy's country by night, and by 
circuitous ways; he will then poft forlorn 
pa^rties upon all ,the roads, by which the 
enemy can get at him ; and he* muft enjoin 
them to conceal themfelves, until they defcry 
the foe, or till he fends orders calling them 
in. The officers, at the head of thefe parties; 
fliould know every day where their command^ 
ing officers, and where the other parties are, 
that they may fend them intelligence, if re- 
quilite ; they mud hinder all communication 
between the inhabitants of the country, and 

the 
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the«nemy. As foon as the enemy ailvances, 
tbefe forlorn parties apprize each other of it, 
make their report to their common ^ com- 
manding officer, and fall back upon the fpot 
pointed out to them ; this officer ihould give 
them a lift of the contributions, he has de- 
manded, that they may^ ezad tbenl by force, 
as they retreat* 

The officer, who is ordered to rtiife con- 
tributions upon a country, ihould, upon his 
arrival there, fend oflF mefiengers with requi- 
fitions in writing for the articles to be 
furnifhed ; thefe He caufes to be followed by 
parties provided with dupUcates of them, and 
who exaA the contributions. Thefe parties 
ought, to be back on a day, fixed according 
to the time it will take the enemy to get at 
them./ Befides this, fealed orders ihould be 
given to each of the parties; thefe they are 
not to open, but in cafes of neceffity; the 
fecond and third points of rendezvous are 
therein ftated in cyphers. When it is necef* 
lary to raife contributions, all fky is mif- 
chievous} and 7f money caniiol be had on 
the fppt, goods, horfes, cattle, and even 
. ' . hoftagcs 
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hbftagcs (which however is Ac lafl: refource) 
muft be taken. 

Sometimes it is ncceffary to have rccourTe 
to forcible means, and to chaftife tbofe who 
afc cbftfnate. 

If you arc obliged to retreat,- it mud be 
ddne in the manner pointed out to Forlorn 
Parties. 

If you have liot had time to fend off to the 
country in your rear the m()ncy, and goods, 
you muft have them carried oflF by double 
relays of horfes. It is foinetimes ufeful \n 
fuch cafes, if you are purfued, to divide the 
rtik by not fending all off by the (ame road. 
If the country, which you s^e to hy under 
contribution, is ufually full of the enemy's 
patroW, and parties, and if he endeavours 
to prevent the contribution taking place, it 
is then ncceffary to cxzSt rigoroufty the 
Completion of the deliveries, and to punilh 
fevcrcly thofe who arc ftubborn, in order to 
deter others by the fears, this will occafion. 
You muft try to fend off, on the fpot, what*^ 
ever you can draw' from fuch a country as 
this ; and k is, in this cafe, indifpen&bly re« 
U quilite 
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quUite to know it thoroughly ; and whether 
the enemy comes in large detacbmentfi; how 
be treats the inhabitants; whether he is not 
afraid of exciting th^ir hatred, or whether be 
fpares them; and whether his forces are near 
at handj or at a diftance^ on what days, and 
what hours he fends out detachments, or 
patroles. In fuch a pofition a good map^ and 
good fpies are extremely ufefqh 

If, in this fort, of expedition, the oflBcer has 
not a confidcrable force^ he mud avoid > divid- 
ing it too mpch* The beft thing, he can do, 
^ill be to marcl) lyith an advanced, and rear 
guard, ajnd iQanking patrol.ei$, ^s he would do 
if he was upon a djfcovery. He muft always 
try to keep himfelf cohceal<td| and enjpin to 
hisiBankers t^ftop, as foon as ever they dif- 
cover the enemy ; to apprize b|m of it i and 
to obferve carefully, whether the foe does 
not change his route. He muft never enter 
a. village without having previoufly flopped 
in fome fmall wood, or valley ^ear it, froQ\ 
whence, he muft detach one or two non-com- 
miflioncd officers, with fix or eight x^n. 
Thefe npn-commiffipned officers t^emielves, 

mud 
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mull never penetrate into the Tillage, but 
l¥ith the greateft precautions. The officer 
and the non-^commiiSoned officers will place 
their guards in fuch manner, that they fiiall 
be able to difcover the country occupied by 
the enemy j and moreover they will fend out 
frequent patroles ; thefe patroles mud never 
flicw themfclves in the villages, muft always 
conceal their march, and muft ftrive never 
to lofc (ight of the fpot, where the enemy is, 
but the officer muft always remain in fomc 
fmall wood, in front of the village, which he 
intends to lay under contribution ; he muft 
ihift his ground, as often as he deems expedi- 
ent, left he ihould be betrayed by a deferter, 
or fome other accident; but he, will never do 
it without having apprized his patroles of it, 
that they may have it in their power to rejoin 
him, fhould the enemy attempt to furprife 
them. Thefe precautions being taken, he 
will fend fome of his people to the village, the 
principal inhabitants of which they will bring 
to him; and in order to put it out of their 
power to judge of the ftrength of his party, 
he muft hide part of it in the thick of the 

U a wood. 
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wopdf to indiice them to believe, that it is 
more numerous, than it appears to be.* 

The officer will mform themjj^ of w6at they 
mull furnifli, and in what tiinc. If they feem 
to, aim 'at gaining time, he nuift treat themi 
with, rigor; mujt detain with him one of 
the mod refpe&able appearance ; and fend . 
back the others, with threats to deftroy every 
thing with fire and fword^ if they are not 
pundlual in obeying him. 

The guards and patroles mud Hop all the 
people of the village, who attempt to go 
towards the country occupied by the enemy. 

When the officer has received what he de- 
manded* he muft have it lo;aded upon wag- 
gons, and fend it oflF to the army, under charge 
of a non-commiffioned officer, and a few men, 
to whom he mud give their route in writing. 
He will make the magiftrates or principal in* 
habitants of the village fumifli him with a 
certificate, particularizing what he has re-, 

* The re»r of the party being hid in the wpod, theft 
ftrangers, who are thus unable to fee where it endty will natu- 
rally form an exagg;erated opinion of its ftrength . 

ceived. 



Digitized by VjiOOQlC 



.-'i 



I M5 ] 

ccivcd, Thrs certificate will ferve bim for n 
quittancci wlicn the general receives it. 

The two non-commi(fioned officers muft . 
a& in the fame manner^ ^ mufl: deliver to . 
their officer a certificate ferving to verify, that 
fhcy have committed no cxceffes. Their of- 
$cer may alfo require, that they fliall bring 
with them fome jrefpe^lable inhabitant of th<^ 
place to which they have been, to atteft it. . 

When the articles required are all delivered 
in, every man muft be apprized, that they 
are about to be fent off; and the conveyance 
of them muft be efcorted to the army. 

In cafe the enemy fhould have eftabliHied 
a chain of advanced guards round the country, 
which you wifli to lay under contribution, and 
it is found to be impoifible to flip into it, no 
other means remain, than thofe of driving 
back the enemy's pofts by main force, and 
then carrying off all the cattle ; in this event 
however, the number of each defcription muft 
be counted, that fuch perfons, as come after- 
itrards to acquit themfelves of the contribution 
required of them, may be indemnified. 

It is alfo fometimes neceffary to point out 

to 
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to the country people the toadfg they tttuft 
take, left the articles, they are to fiirniOiy 
ibould fall into the hands of the enemy. 

The officer, thus detached, will give in a 
moft minute account of all bis operations, and 
of every thing which he Ihatll have received, 
to his general, who will then give diredions . 
for the ufe, to which all thefe contributions 
arc to be applied. 




THE END. 
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